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On the web: http://liberalarts.unlv.edu/Womens_ Studies/
E-mail: Gay Sessums, Administrative Assistant, gay.sessums@unlv.edu
Phone:(702)8950 8 37 A Fa%850 (702) 895
On campus:We are located in Houssels House, at the south end of campus on Brussels Street,
across from the Architecture building

AWe must continually remind students in the classroom
affirms the intellectual process. We should forcefully explain that our role is not to teach them to think as we do
but rather to teach them, by example, the importance of taking a stance that is rooted in rigorous engagement with
the full range of ideas about a topic.0 ~ bell hooks,
advocateChronicle of Higher Education, (July 13, 1994,A44)
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| A Message from the Chair...

This past aca- villa is repeating her popular Chicana Femi- (Mujeres Activas en Letras y Cambio Social)
demic year hasnism and Experience; amthnielle Roth conference in Salt Lake Citlrjna Barrera ,
been the most Johnsonis again offering Bodies, Sex, and  Xuanito EspinozaCuéllar, Evelyn Flores
{ exciting for Health. Joanna Nunez Claudia Reyes andGracie
Womends Our Womends Hi st or Sanddwalare ltkelypreseriteess st art ed
Studies in my with a bang: the annudagina Monologues Back in the fald, Wome
six years as  production sold out Ham Hall! For the first ~ sponsored the first national conference of the
chair at time, there were two additional productions inJoto Caucusof NACCS (National Association
& UNLV. With  the community, one in Spanish, whichalmostof Chi cana/ o Studies), T
four tenure sold out two nights in a rowanis Duncan a Homeland: Building Communities and Resist-
& track faculty  parttime instructor, has been a major forceini ng Hat e, 6 which brought
we have of-  ensuring the success of thilwnologuesalong activists together from across the country. At
fered a with her coproducerSamantha Krerowicz the NACCS conference in San Antonio in
broaderrange ( UNLV al umna, not a  Mésch, AnitauRe\alla was hobored aswe 6 r e
of elective happy to claim her!). madrinafor her work, andEmmanuelle Leal
courses, ex- Cherrie Moraga, the noted playwright  (UNLV alum) was elected the new-chair of
panded our programs for students and the Laand poet, awarvinning author, and Artish-  the Joto Caucus.
Vegas community, and become a stronger pré&®sidence at Stanford University Drama De- For those of you who have read this far,
ence on campus. partment, was our keynote speaker for there is |ife after Wome

This spring, ten students are completingWo menés Hi st ory Montban €hetrrpeompleé dl darnad-f
their Praxis projects and will graduate in May,diences in her hands and passed on her lyric#lima Castro (WS alumna) recently called,
August, or December, our biggest number yetand political insights, not only at her formal  enthusiastic about her job with an agency in
(see Praxis projects in this newsletter). We artalk, but in informal talks, lateight dinner, and Los Angeles that works with HMgositive
presenting our Audre Lorde Award for out- at a reading at Aztlan Books y Mas. One of women and with AIDSprevention for women.
standing graduating senior to two students, Cher ri e6s many c4 ai malmahad wfitemher Piaxss projecton ¢ o
Marisa ChristensenandMelinda Guillen, editorship (with the late Gloria Anzaldua) of
because we find their scholarship and serviceThis Bridge Called My Back: Writings by Radi-
truly excellentSandy Petersor(MA, Theatre) cal Women of Colo{1981), a pattbreaking
andAmy Sandler (PhD candidate, Educationahnthology, the first to do exactly what its title
Leadership) are completing Graduate Certifi- says, still in use more than twetftye years | n Thi s | s|s U €
cates. We are proud of our students and we feéier its publication.
that they have been well prepared for their fu- ~ The Program Committee put together a | o Message from the Chair 1
tures: law school, graduate school, teaching, terrific month of events, including films, pane \women at the Forefront of Peace '
activism, working in nofprofits, creating their a demonstration about the Mujeres de Juare| My Cups Floweth Over
own nonprofits, travel, and wherever else theiand talks byChristine Clark, Vice-President e || e 2 FerTi s
imaginations might lead them. for Diversity and 11 Faculty & Staff
During 2007- 2008, we expanded our  came a Feminist" series andlbynn Comella Welcoming and Introducing

curriculum and teaching in several ways. Inthen fiwhat Women Want : Dr. Lynn Comella g
fall, | taught the first version of Big 113, Gen-t he Maki ng of t he Wqdg Staff Presentations and Publications 5

continued on page 9
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der, Race, and Class, to over 120 students,and We al so t ake pri de¢ Praxis Projects and Profiles 67FCOU-
this springAnita Revilla is doing the same.  nition by larger scholarly and activist organiz| raminists are Funny! (GGOT) 38
While | always believe small classes are prefdions.Rachel Bovard Xuanito Espinoza bel | hooks: AReturmlto t
able learning environments, financial realitiesCuéllar, Melinda Guillen, Kelly Gurdison, UNLV Queer Conference 8
dictate otherwise. The good news is how mucindGracie Sandova) students oAnita Re- Cherrie Moraga 9
fun it has been for us to rethink the course in villa, will be presenting at thidational Misinterpreting the Movement 10
the context of a large group and to learn Powd¥o me n 6 s St u d i cordereAcs is Q Remembering Lawrence King 10
Point to enhance lectures with visuals. We ar€incinnati, Ohio in June, an honor for under{ faminist Manifesta 11
indebted to three patime instructors forlead- gr aduat es! Their panyue Vagina Monologues 11p ST 0c¢
ing the discussion group3an Oller, Amy and I ntersections in Nat i
Sandler, andDustin Wax. Sexuality, Healthcare, and Activism in Las

We have five elective offerings this V e g aAmy Sandlerwill be presenting her
spring!S. Charusheelas teaching Rethinking gr aduat e research, - f lent
the GlobalLynn Comellais offering Consum- At hl et es 6 Percepti on b on

ing Pleasured;ois Helmbold has returned to another panel at NWSAnita Revilla also
Controversies in Gender andd@aAnita Re-  reports that at the summer 20U&LCS
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Women at the Forefront of Peace

By Dr. Angela Hernquist, Departments of
Womends Studies

loss. She is a spiritual leader who believes thatdicated that approximately 70% of the popl
and déemppdsienrandBidioguelare thel pathveays itdgtion of Gaza lives at or below the interna-
peace. tional poverty level of $2.00/person/day and
On November 13, three women from the Abir, a Christian Palestinian and citizen afiscussed the impact of widespread unemploy-
Middle East came together for International Israel, has been active in several political ment due to border restrictions, the constraint
Week 2007 at UNLV and presented a panel movements, communications, and the media.and the random shut off of gas and electricity to
discussion on the Isradhalestinian conflict. She was nomi nat ed a s thearea and fromthev petspeetivefititaise pfl e ¢
Sponsored by Partners for Peace, theeventwak e Year 0 i n | srael colectiz@umiShmenfoball Palestiniamshy thes e d
one of fourteen stops on a nationwide tour deArab citizens in Israel do not have full and Israeli government for the actions of a few,
signed to galvanize awareness and support faqual rights, are treated as secofas$s citi- which is in direct violation of international law.
peace and human rights in Israel and Palestire=ns, and have been denied national minorityAs evidence, she pointed to the fact that sevieral
The three women (an Israeli livinginIsrael,ast at us. She wor ks di peoptp eerdkiled this past yehras awesut 6f@ 6 s
Christian Palestinian living in Israel, and a  liberation movement in the region with particuflood of sewage which occurred because th
Muslim Palestinian from Gaza) discussed thelar attention to the status of Arab women in Israeli government had cut off electricity to
current state of affairs in the region and the Israel. Abir highlighted the fact that there are Gaza and the pumps could not operate. As well,
rampant discrimination, oppression, and racidooth physical and psychological barriers that her own sister, who is a diabetic, has had many
that exists. divide the people (i.e. the walls that the Israelserious diabetic episodes due to medication|that
Hagit, an Israeli woman, was raised in a government has built around the Occupied was ineffective because power outages had
conservative Jewish family and completed hePalestinian Territories), the vast majority of affected its refrigeration and potency. Despi
own compulsory military service in the Gaza which are perpetuated and reinforced by poli-her living conditions and those of her family
Strip at the age of 18. After losing her husbantles and practices dictated by the Israeli gov-and friends, Wejdan firmly believes in equality
in combat and the miscarriage of her only chileknment and military, not by a majority of the and peace for all.
Hagit became withdrawn and depressed. Shepeople. She believes that peace will only come  Hagit, Abir, and Wejdan gave their realis-
realized that she needed a purpose in life andvhen there is political, moral, social, and ecotic and humanistic appraisals of not only the
founded Bridges to Peace, an organization thabmic justice for everyone. current state of affairs in the Middle East, bu
works with Israeli, Palestinian, and Muslim Wejdan is a Muslim Palestinian from  what steps can and should be taken to resolyve
children and adults in Israel to build aculture@az a. She recei ved hihaconfidis & mann@rsthatiisjust Puekeryi ¢ A«
peace and to coordinate various projects andministration and International Management one. Their personal insights and experience
efforts which foster communication and build from the Monterey Institute for International with life and death were reminders that the
trust. For the last seven years, Hagit has alsoStudies in California after being awarded a issues of discrimination, oppression, and ragism
been a member of the Bereaved Families FO-USAID Clinton Scholarship in 2000. Wejdan igare not just national; they are global. As well
rum which brings together Palestiniansand a human ri ghts and withapemddsd us of thehrénmrkable gowevaf st v
Israelis who have lost family in the conflict in spoke of the dehumanization that is taking individuals to effect change and of the tremen-
order to promote reconciliation and a political place in her homeland, Gaza, as a result of thdous potential of women at the forefront of

Feminist Manifesta

By Melinda Guillen

My feminism is an intersection on t
map of this planet. It is a lens with added t

The UNLV 2008 Vagina Monologueslenth
Anniversary Production
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nts

from each part of my identity. A queer woman

of color from the p
social class that is constantly in fltix my

rivileged Afirst worldod in a

feminism lives between each letter. My femi-
nism reads between the lines. My feminism is

a safe space in a hostile environment.
feminism is equal visibility.

My feminism means not to be afraid
admitting privilege or ashamed of oppressia
it recognizes that our privileges must be un
stood as the cause of the exploitation of oth
They are the very tools we need to use in g
to dismantle exploitation. Our oppressid
must be spoken to understand the natur
unyielding domination. My feminism is fo
ever skeptical of f
is not from my own creation and rejects
notions of being colorblind, model minoritie
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when fitraditiono

essentialism and tokenism. It knows the danger

of ranking oppression as a means to justify|
systematic disadvantage of .
My oppressions come from a brokg
quiet system, the same system that keeps
experiences and identity markers in the n
ginalized areas of society by way of nons
static. That static keeps us distracted. W
Mar xi sm spoke offi niy
feminism sung the words of Glori
fideconstruct, const
My feminism understands that empathy

the Vvagina Warriorso and fABobs: o the Vagina Mo
2rBy Janis Duncan and Sharon Smith are residing in Las Vegas.

my The Vagina Monologudsegan on Febru-

nar- This year marks the tenth anniversary of ary 14, 1998, at the Hammerstein Ballroom in

tophe Vagina Monologueand a special produc-New York City. The play included many well

heni on sol d out at U N L khéws actors,tsiechmas SlentCiosa, VWHhaoi | in
l thevPierfbreningansdCenteruTheeUNLV pro- Goldberg and Shirley Knight. The sold out

aduction, which took place on February 29 at 72,500 seat benefit performance raised $250,000
pcm.. 0 was produced afordocalantivielente grdupsh lis pWposmwas 6 s

iStudies faculty member Janis Duncan and  to inform people of the negative impact of vio-

solution that will end the violence and furtherl s r ael i mi|litaryds ameace.cons and deci sion St not the same as charity. It will not accept @NLV alumna Samantha Krerowicz, both of lence on an individual and the community, and
gendered division of life, labor or love. It is thevhom performed monologues in the play. Theo aid antiviolence groups in reaching their
voice to silenced experiences of abuse [ahde mal e cast member s goalefertingviblence agavishvgpomena War r i
rape, both my own and yours. My feminismr s ¢ and t he mal e v ol ulmhboaceafthe tenth annivermsdrydied i Bot
- experienced years of silence from rape so|ybacause they respect all vaginas. The spotlighMagina Monologues a conf erence ¢
My CUpS Floweth Over DamonLaE?éthéharonSmith do not have to. My feminism listens. ltisthe i ece t hi s year was fiKatTéemah®Wawillrike ohelnd
Contributors very mechanism th_at will not stop until all thénonor of the women who have been digplacedl—l 2, _2 008. _D uncan, Krer
Faculty & Staff: shame, pity and stigma dissolves so that hely Hur ri cane Kat r i n aStud@omajeriKély Gulison dill be attendieg-
) Dr. Lynn Comella ing can begin. partment Chair, Dr. Lois Helmbold, was in- as College Campaign Organizers. On Saturday,
Alocal Las Vegas business, LIS DU A feminist education means a critical lookluded in the women reading spotlight piecesApril 12 at the New Orleans Arena, a number
Teacup Quilts, held a contest B (16T (R [RElEel at historv and - : < >t " _
X ) . Dr. Angela Hernquist y and the integration of marginalized More than 50 women auditioned for the of exciting events will be held for V to the
for their customers in which Dr. Anita Revilla cultures and wor k. |Myr ofdeungitniiosnm ainsd 8@t b i@ enttin@&herd Wilbbg intarrmationdbperfoimances , 0
quilters were challenged to Gay Sessums at you. It will not define you as it does me puhost of whom are UNLV students. None of thef The Vagina Monologuesusical perform-
make a 12%2" square quilt Womenés Studies Studentls, Pas it wants to understand you. It needs to ungerarticipants are actors and they have dedicatesices, and \Day activists from around the
using a specific cufhemed Xuanito Espinoz&Cuéllar, Evelyn FloreRangel, Kasey stand you and insists that you return the favor great deal of their time and effort to this proworld. New Orleans was chosen in order to
fabric that was suppliedThe OoHoro My feminism is expression. Itistheland uct i on. @l t i s tr ul lynoathelKatinaWarrior§ from this @eawhos a vy ¢
quilts were put on display at Womenods Studies Praxif Stud guage of art that does not rely on the validatiecna n, fiwe al |l have t ohabesurvivedmach viateacd and hardship. The

Marisa Christensen, Carolyn Corona, Ganbang, Regina
Esquival, Melinda Guillen, Kelly Gurdison, Stacey Magid-
son, Melody Nelson, Laura Nickerson, Danielle Tucker

Teacup Quilts during their
AShop Hopo th
between November"8and

10" and the winners were
selected by "hoppers" who
voted during this timeOur
very own department chair,
Lois Helmbold, was awarded
third place for her beautiful,
feminist inspired piece entitle
AMy Cups Fl ow

of sociallyconstructed prestige. It is the wedge  The UNLV production raised over conference will recognize their continuing
between love and possession, passion | &D,000 for the Stop Abuse in the Family Envstruggle and raise worldwide awareness of the
Guest Contributor ovx_/nership. My femir]ism knows_ no bound aronment (SAFE) _HOL_Jse, a ncprnofit_, commu- issues facing these women.

Eddy F. Alvarez, UCSB ries. 't is alive mity paseal orgasizatjoro whosevroigsibndsniaddt s uspect
and in all corners of the world. It is alive |in stop abuse The cast and
protests, organizing, art, film and the writien within the crew would like
word. It is resistance and progress. My femi- family. Part of to thank Gay
nism is birth. the proceeds Sessums and

| am a feminist because | do not see ar will also be Destiny Farr,
other way to view the world as we know it. My used to help  without whose
feminist education values the work that has two families  efforts the pro-
been done, seeks to uncover lost stories of the displaced by duction would
past and present and is committed to social Hurricane not have been
change not just for you or me, but for all. Sam Krerowicz & Janis Duncan Katrina who  possible.
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