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Visit Us! 

On the web: http://liberalarts.unlv.edu/Womens_Studies/ 

E-mail: Gay Sessums, Administrative Assistant, gay.sessums@unlv.edu 

Phone: (702) 895-0837 Å Fax: (702) 895-0850 
On campus: We are located in Houssels House, at the south end of campus on Brussels Street, 

across from the Architecture building 

 
ñWe must continually remind students in the classroom that expression of different opinions and dissenting ideas 

affirms the intellectual process. We should forcefully explain that our role is not to teach them to think as we do 
but rather to teach them, by example, the importance of taking a stance that is rooted in rigorous engagement with 
the full range of ideas about a topic.ò ~ bell hooks, African American author, educator, feminist, and human rights 

advocate. Chronicle of Higher Education, (July 13, 1994, p. A44) 
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This past aca-

demic year has 

been the most 

exciting for 
Womenôs 

Studies in my 

six years as 

chair at 
UNLV. With 

four tenure-

track faculty 

we have of-
fered a 

broader range 

of elective 

courses, ex-

panded our programs for students and the Las 
Vegas community, and become a stronger pres-

ence on campus.  

This spring, ten students are completing 

their Praxis projects and will graduate in May, 
August, or December, our biggest number yet 

(see Praxis projects in this newsletter). We are 

presenting our Audre Lorde Award for out-

standing graduating senior to two students, 

Marisa Christensen and Melinda Guillen , 
because we find their scholarship and service 

truly excellent. Sandy Peterson (MA, Theatre) 

and Amy Sandler (PhD candidate, Educational 

Leadership) are completing Graduate Certifi-
cates. We are proud of our students and we feel 

that they have been well prepared for their fu-

tures: law school, graduate school, teaching, 

activism, working in non-profits, creating their 
own non-profits, travel, and wherever else their 

imaginations might lead them.  

During 2007 - 2008, we expanded our 

curriculum and teaching in several ways. In the 

fall, I taught the first version of Big 113, Gen-
der, Race, and Class, to over 120 students, and 

this spring Anita Revilla is doing the same. 

While I always believe small classes are prefer-

able learning environments, financial realities 
dictate otherwise. The good news is how much 

fun it has been for us to rethink the course in 

the context of a large group and to learn Power-

Point to enhance lectures with visuals. We are 

indebted to three part-time instructors for lead-
ing the discussion groups: Jan Oller, Amy 

Sandler, and Dustin Wax.  

We have five elective offerings this 

spring! S. Charusheela is teaching Rethinking 
the Global; Lynn Comella is offering Consum-

ing Pleasures; Lois Helmbold has returned to 

Controversies in Gender and Race; Anita Re-

villa  is repeating her popular Chicana Femi-

nism and Experience; and Danielle Roth-

Johnson is again offering Bodies, Sex, and 

Health.  
Our Womenôs History Month series started 

with a bang: the annual Vagina Monologues 

production sold out Ham Hall! For the first 

time, there were two additional productions in 
the community, one in Spanish, which almost 

sold out two nights in a row. Janis Duncan, a 

part-time instructor, has been a major force in 

ensuring the success of the Monologues, along 
with her co-producer, Samantha Krerowicz 

(UNLV alumna, not a WS student, but weôre 

happy to claim her!).  

Cherrie Moraga, the noted playwright 

and poet, award-winning author, and Artist-in-
Residence at Stanford University Drama De-

partment, was our keynote speaker for 

Womenôs History Month. Cherrie held her au-

diences in her hands and passed on her lyrical 
and political insights, not only at her formal 

talk, but in informal talks, late-night dinner, and 

at a reading at Aztlan Books y Mas. One of 

Cherrieôs many claims to fame is her co-

editorship (with the late Gloria Anzaldúa) of 
This Bridge Called My Back: Writings by Radi-

cal Women of Color (1981), a path-breaking 

anthology, the first to do exactly what its title 

says, still in use more than twenty-five years 
after its publication.  

The Program Committee put together a 

terrific month of events, including films, panels, 

a demonstration about the Mujeres de Juarez, 
and talks by Christine Clark , Vice-President 

for Diversity and Inclusion, in our ñHow I Be-

came a Feminist" series and by Lynn Comella 

on ñWhat Women Want: Porn, Sex Toys, and 

the Making of the Womenôs Market.ò 
We also take pride in our studentsô recog-

nition by larger scholarly and activist organiza-

tions. Rachel Bovard, Xuanito Espinoza-

Cuéllar, Melinda Guillen, Kelly Gurdison, 
and Gracie Sandoval, students of Anita Re-

villa , will be presenting at the National 

Womenôs Studies Association conference in 

Cincinnati, Ohio in June, an honor for under-

graduates! Their panel is entitled ñCrossroads 
and Intersections in óSin City:ô Race, Nation, 

Sexuality, Healthcare, and Activism in Las 

Vegas.ò Amy Sandler will be presenting her 

graduate research, ñNot on My Turf: Student-
Athletesô Perceptions on Homosexuality,ò on 

another panel at NWSA. Anita Revilla also 

reports that at the summer 2008 MALCS  

(Mujeres Activas en Letras y Cambio Social) 

conference in Salt Lake City, Irina Barrera , 

Xuanito Espinoza-Cuéllar, Evelyn Flores, 

Joanna Nunez, Claudia Reyes, and Gracie 
Sandoval are likely presenters.  

Back in the fall, Womenôs Studies co-

sponsored the first national conference of the 

Joto Caucus of NACCS (National Association 
of Chicana/o Studies), ñTowards a Queer 

Homeland: Building Communities and Resist-

ing Hate,ò which brought faculty, students, and 

activists together from across the country. At 
the NACCS conference in San Antonio in 

March, Anita Revilla was honored as a 

madrina for her work, and Emmanuelle Leal 

(UNLV alum) was elected the new co-chair of 

the Joto Caucus.  
For those of you who have read this far, 

there is life after Womenôs Studies, and it relies 

on what people learned from Womenôs Studies. 

Alma Castro (WS alumna) recently called, 
enthusiastic about her job with an agency in 

Los Angeles that works with HIV-positive 

women and with AIDS-prevention for women. 

Alma had written her Praxis project on 
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By Dr. Angela Hernquist, Departments of 

Womenôs Studies and Higher Ed. Leadership 

 
On November 13, three women from the 

Middle East came together for International 

Week 2007 at UNLV and presented a panel 

discussion on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 

Sponsored by Partners for Peace, the event was 
one of fourteen stops on a nationwide tour de-

signed to galvanize awareness and support for 

peace and human rights in Israel and Palestine. 

The three women (an Israeli living in Israel, a 
Christian Palestinian living in Israel, and a 

Muslim Palestinian from Gaza) discussed the 

current state of affairs in the region and the 

rampant discrimination, oppression, and racism 

that exists.  
Hagit, an Israeli woman, was raised in a 

conservative Jewish family and completed her 

own compulsory military service in the Gaza 

Strip at the age of 18. After losing her husband 
in combat and the miscarriage of her only child, 

Hagit became withdrawn and depressed. She 

realized that she needed a purpose in life and 

founded Bridges to Peace, an organization that 

works with Israeli, Palestinian, and Muslim 
children and adults in Israel to build a culture of 

peace and to coordinate various projects and 

efforts which foster communication and build 

trust. For the last seven years, Hagit has also 
been a member of the Bereaved Families Fo-

rum which brings together Palestinians and 

Israelis who have lost family in the conflict in 

order to promote reconciliation and a political 
solution that will end the violence and further 

loss. She is a spiritual leader who believes that 

compassion and dialogue are the pathways to 

peace. 

Abir, a Christian Palestinian and citizen of 
Israel, has been active in several political 

movements, communications, and the media. 

She was nominated as one of twelve ñPeople of 

the Yearò in Israel in 2005. Abir discussed how 
Arab citizens in Israel do not have full and 

equal rights, are treated as second-class citi-

zens, and have been denied national minority 

status. She works diligently on the womenôs 
liberation movement in the region with particu-

lar attention to the status of Arab women in 

Israel. Abir highlighted the fact that there are 

both physical and psychological barriers that 

divide the people (i.e. the walls that the Israeli 
government has built around the Occupied 

Palestinian Territories), the vast majority of 

which are perpetuated and reinforced by poli-

cies and practices dictated by the Israeli gov-
ernment and military, not by a majority of the 

people. She believes that peace will only come 

when there is political, moral, social, and eco-

nomic justice for everyone. 

Wejdan is a Muslim Palestinian from 
Gaza. She received her Masterôs in Public Ad-

ministration and International Management 

from the Monterey Institute for International 

Studies in California after being awarded a 
USAID Clinton Scholarship in 2000. Wejdan is 

a human rights and womenôs rights activist who 

spoke of the dehumanization that is taking 

place in her homeland, Gaza, as a result of the 
Israeli militaryôs actions and decisions. She 

indicated that approximately 70% of the popu-

lation of Gaza lives at or below the interna-

tional poverty level of $2.00/person/day and 

discussed the impact of widespread unemploy-
ment due to border restrictions, the constraint 

and the random shut off of gas and electricity to 

the area, and from her perspective, the use of 

collective punishment of all Palestinians by the 
Israeli government for the actions of a few, 

which is in direct violation of international law. 

As evidence, she pointed to the fact that several 

people were killed this past year as a result of a 
flood of sewage which occurred because the 

Israeli government had cut off electricity to 

Gaza and the pumps could not operate. As well, 

her own sister, who is a diabetic, has had many 

serious diabetic episodes due to medication that 
was ineffective because power outages had 

affected its refrigeration and potency. Despite 

her living conditions and those of her family 

and friends, Wejdan firmly believes in equality 
and peace for all.  

Hagit, Abir, and Wejdan gave their realis-

tic and humanistic appraisals of not only the 

current state of affairs in the Middle East, but 

what steps can and should be taken to resolve 
the conflict in a manner that is just for every-

one. Their personal insights and experiences 

with life and death were reminders that the 

issues of discrimination, oppression, and racism 
are not just national; they are global. As well, 

they reminded us of the remarkable power of 

individuals to effect change and of the tremen-

dous potential of women at the forefront of 
peace. 

Women at the Forefront of Peace 

My Cups Floweth Over 

A local Las Vegas business, 

Teacup Quilts, held a contest 
for their customers in which 

quilters were challenged to 

make a 12½" square quilt 

using a specific cup-themed 

fabric that was supplied.  The 
quilts were put on display at 

Teacup Quilts during their 

ñShop Hopò that was held 

between November 8th and 
10th and the winners were 

selected by "hoppers" who 

voted during this time.  Our 

very own department chair, 
Lois Helmbold, was awarded 

third place for her beautiful, 

feminist inspired piece entitled 

ñMy Cups Floweth Over.ò  
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By Janis Duncan and Sharon Smith 

 
This year marks the tenth anniversary of 

The Vagina Monologues, and a special produc-

tion sold out at UNLVôs Artemus Ham Hall in 

the Performing Arts Center. The UNLV pro-

duction, which took place on February 29 at 7 
p.m., was produced and directed by Womenôs 

Studies faculty member Janis Duncan and 

UNLV alumna Samantha Krerowicz, both of 

whom performed monologues in the play. The 
female cast members are called ñVagina Warri-

orsò and the male volunteers are called ñBobò 

because they respect all vaginas. The spotlight 

piece this year was ñKatrina Warriors,ò in 
honor of the women who have been displaced 

by Hurricane Katrina. Womenôs Studies De-

partment Chair, Dr. Lois Helmbold, was in-

cluded  in the women reading spotlight pieces. 

More than 50 women auditioned for the 
production and 36 became ñVagina Warriors,ò 

most of whom are UNLV students. None of the 

participants are actors and they have dedicated 

a great deal of their time and effort to this pro-
duction. ñIt is truly a labor of love,ò says Dun-

can, ñwe all have to be memorized.ò 

The UNLV production raised over 

$10,000 for the Stop Abuse in the Family Envi-

ronment (SAFE) House, a non-profit, commu-
nity based organization whose mission is to 

stop abuse 

within the 

family. Part of 
the proceeds 

will also be 

used to help 

two families 
displaced by 

Hurricane 

Katrina who 

are residing in Las Vegas. 

The Vagina Monologues began on Febru-
ary 14, 1998, at the Hammerstein Ballroom in 

New York City. The play included many well-

known actors, such as Glen Close, Whoopi 

Goldberg and Shirley Knight. The sold out 

2,500 seat benefit performance raised $250,000 
for local anti-violence groups. Its purpose was 

to inform people of the negative impact of vio-

lence on an individual and the community, and 

to aid anti-violence groups in reaching their 
goal of ending violence against women.   

In honor of the tenth anniversary of The 

Vagina Monologues, a conference called ñV to 

the Tenthò will be held in New Orleans, April 
11-12, 2008. Duncan, Krerowicz and Womenôs 

Studies major Kelly Gurdison will be attending 

as College Campaign Organizers. On Saturday, 

April 12 at the New Orleans Arena, a number 

of exciting events will be held for V to the 
Tenth. There will be international performances 

of The Vagina Monologues, musical perform-

ances, and V-Day activists from around the 

world. New Orleans was chosen in order to 
honor the Katrina Warriors from this area who 

have survived much violence and hardship. The 

conference will recognize their continuing 

struggle and raise worldwide awareness of the 

issues facing these women.  
 

The cast and 

crew would like 

to thank Gay 
Sessums and 

Destiny Farr, 

without whose 

efforts the pro-
duction would 

not have been 

possible. 

The UNLV 2008 Vagina Monologues Tenth 

Anniversary Production 

Feminist Manifesta 

 

By Melinda Guillen 

 

My feminism is an intersection on the 

map of this planet. It is a lens with added tints 
from each part of my identity. A queer woman 

of color from the privileged ñfirst worldò in a 

social class that is constantly in flux ï my 

feminism lives between each letter. My femi-
nism reads between the lines. My feminism is 

a safe space in a hostile environment. My 

feminism is equal visibility. 

My feminism means not to be afraid of 
admitting privilege or ashamed of oppression ï 

it recognizes that our privileges must be under-

stood as the cause of the exploitation of others. 

They are the very tools we need to use in order 

to dismantle exploitation. Our oppressions 
must be spoken to understand the nature of 

unyielding domination. My feminism is for-

ever skeptical of ñtraditionò when ñtraditionò 

is not from my own creation and rejects all 
notions of being colorblind, model minorities, 

essentialism and tokenism. It knows the danger 

of ranking oppression as a means to justify the 

systematic disadvantage of ________.  

My oppressions come from a broken, 
quiet system, the same system that keeps my 

experiences and identity markers in the mar-

ginalized areas of society by way of nonstop 

static. That static keeps us distracted. When 
Marxism spoke of ñdivide and ruleò ï my 

feminism sung the words of Gloria, 

ñdeconstruct, construct.ò  

My feminism understands that empathy is 
not the same as charity. It will not accept a 

gendered division of life, labor or love. It is the 

voice to silenced experiences of abuse and 

rape, both my own and yours. My feminism 

experienced years of silence from rape so you 
do not have to. My feminism listens. It is the 

very mechanism that will not stop until all the 

shame, pity and stigma dissolves so that heal-

ing can begin.  
A feminist education means a critical look 

at history and the integration of marginalized 

cultures and work. My feminism is not ñmadò 

at you. It will not define you as it does me but 

it wants to understand you. It needs to under-
stand you and insists that you return the favor. 

My feminism is expression. It is the lan-

guage of art that does not rely on the validation 

of socially-constructed prestige. It is the wedge 
between love and possession, passion and 

ownership. My feminism knows no bounda-

ries. It is alive in places you wouldnôt suspect 

and in all corners of the world. It is alive in 
protests, organizing, art, film and the written 

word. It is resistance and progress. My femi-

nism is birth. 

I am a feminist because I do not see an-

other way to view the world as we know it. My 
feminist education values the work that has 

been done, seeks to uncover lost stories of the 

past and present and is committed to social 

change not just for you or me, but for all.  

ñVagina Warriorsò and ñBobs:ò the Vagina Monologues cast and crew 

Gay Sessums & Janis Duncan Sam Krerowicz & Janis Duncan   


