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AWe must continually remind students in the classroom

affirms the intellectual process. We should forcefully explain that our role is not to teach them to think as we do
but rather to teach them, by example, the importance of taking a stance that is rooted in rigorous engagement with
t he

full range of ideas about a topic.o0o ~ bell hooks,

advocate. Chronicle of Higher Education, (July 13, 199%,A44)
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This past aca-

been the most
{ exciting for

Studies in my
SixX years as
chair at

= UNLV. With
four tenure-

& track faculty
we have of-
fered a
broader range
of elective
courses, ex-
panded our programs for students and the Las
Vegas community, and become a stronger pres-
ence on campus.

This spring, ten students are completing
their Praxis projects and will graduate in May,
August, or December, our biggest number yet
(see Praxis projects in this newsletter). We are
presenting our Audre Lorde Award for out-
standing graduating senior to two students,
Marisa Christensen and Melinda Guillen,
because we find their scholarship and service
truly excellent. Sandy Peterson (MA, Theatre)
and Amy Sandler (PhD candidate, Educational
Leadership) are completing Graduate Certifi-
cates. We are proud of our students and we feel
that they have been well prepared for their fu-
tures: law school, graduate school, teaching,
activism, working in non-profits, creating their
own non-profits, travel, and wherever else their
imaginations might lead them.

During 2007 - 2008, we expanded our
curriculum and teaching in several ways. In the
fall, I taught the first version of Big 113, Gen-
der, Race, and Class, to over 120 students, and
this spring Anita Revilla is doing the same.
While I always believe small classes are prefer-
able learning environments, financial realities
dictate otherwise. The good news is how much
fun it has been for us to rethink the course in
the context of a large group and to learn Power-
Point to enhance lectures with visuals. We are
indebted to three part-time instructors for lead-
ing the discussion groups: Jan Oller, Amy
Sandler, and Dustin Wax.

We have five elective offerings this
spring! S. Charusheela is teaching Rethinking
the Global; Lynn Comella is offering Consum-
ing Pleasures; Lois Helmbold has returned to
Controversies in Gender and Race; Anita Re-

demic year has

Womenos

| A Message from the Chair...

villa is repeating her popular Chicana Femi-
nism and Experience; and Danielle Roth-
Johnson is again offering Bodies, Sex, and
Health.

Our Womenés Histor
with a bang: the annual Vagina Monologues
production sold out Ham Hall! For the first
time, there were two additional productions in
the community, one in Spanish, which almost
sold out two nights in a row. Janis Duncan, a
part-time instructor, has been a major force in
ensuring the success of the Monologuesalong
with her co-producer, Samantha Krerowicz
(UNLV al umna, not a
happy to claim her!).

Cherrie Moraga, the noted playwright
and poet, award-winning author, and Artist-in-
Residence at Stanford University Drama De-
partment, was our keynote speaker for
Womenb6és History Mont
diences in her hands and passed on her lyrical
and political insights, not only at her formal
talk, but in informal talks, late-night dinner, and
at a reading at Aztlan Books y Mas. One of
Cherriebds many
editorship (with the late Gloria Anzaldua) of

This Bridge Called My Back: Writings by Radi-

(Mujeres Activas en Letras y Cambio Social)
conference in Salt Lake City, Irina Barrera,
Xuanito Espinoza-Cuéllar, Evelyn Flores,
Joanna Nunez, Claudia Reyes, and Gracie
$andbVal ard likely prasentérse s st art ed

Back in the fald, Wome
sponsored the first national conference of the
Joto Caucus of NACCS (National Association
of Chicana/o Studies), f
Homeland: Building Communities and Resist-
ing Hate, 0 which brought

activists together from across the country. At
the NACCS conference in San Antonio in
Mifsch, ArtitaiRballa was honbredtisa we 6 r e
madrinafor her work, and Emmanuelle Leal
(UNLYV alum) was elected the new co-chair of
the Joto Caucus.
For those of you who have read this far,
there is I|ife after Wome
bn Whatrrpeomleée dl darnad- f
Alma Castro (WS alumna) recently called,
enthusiastic about her job with an agency in
Los Angeles that works with HIV-positive
women and with AIDS-prevention for women.

cd ai maAlmathal written heePratisprojdtterr c 0

continued on page 9

cal Women of Colof1981), a path-breaking
anthology, the first to do exactly what its title
says, still in use more than twenty-five years
after its publication.

The Program Committee put together a
terrific month of events, including films, panels,
a demonstration about the Mujeres de Juarez,
and talks by Christine Clark, Vice-President
for Diversity and 11
came a Feminist" series and by Lynn Comella

on AWhat Women Want :
the Making of the Wqg
We also take pride

nition by larger scholarly and activist organiza-
tions. Rachel Bovard, Xuanito Espinoza-
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reports that at the summer 2008 MALCS
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By Dr. Angela Hernquist, Departments of
Womends Studies and

On November 13, three women from the
Middle East came together for International
Week 2007 at UNLV and presented a panel
discussion on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.
Sponsored by Partners for Peace, the event was
one of fourteen stops on a nationwide tour de-
signed to galvanize awareness and support for
peace and human rights in Israel and Palestine.
The three women (an Israeli living in Israel, a
Christian Palestinian living in Israel, and a
Muslim Palestinian from Gaza) discussed the
current state of affairs in the region and the
rampant discrimination, oppression, and racism
that exists.

Hagit, an Israeli woman, was raised in a
conservative Jewish family and completed her
own compulsory military service in the Gaza
Strip at the age of 18. After losing her husband
in combat and the miscarriage of her only child,
Hagit became withdrawn and depressed. She
realized that she needed a purpose in life and
founded Bridges to Peace, an organization that
works with Israeli, Palestinian, and Muslim

peace and to coordinate various projects and
efforts which foster communication and build
trust. For the last seven years, Hagit has also
been a member of the Bereaved Families Fo-
rum which brings together Palestinians and
Israelis who have lost family in the conflict in
order to promote reconciliation and a political

children and adults in Israel to build a culture of

loss. She is a spiritual leader who believes that
ddmpgsdior and dielebue ard the pattiveays ® h i
peace.

Abir, a Christian Palestinian and citizen of
Israel, has been active in several political
movements, communications, and the media.
She was nominated as
the Yearo in | srael
Arab citizens in Israel do not have full and
equal rights, are treated as second-class citi-
zens, and have been denied national minority
status. She wor ks di
liberation movement in the region with particu-
lar attention to the status of Arab women in
Israel. Abir highlighted the fact that there are
both physical and psychological barriers that
divide the people (i.e. the walls that the Israeli
government has built around the Occupied
Palestinian Territories), the vast majority of
which are perpetuated and reinforced by poli-
cies and practices dictated by the Israeli gov-
ernment and military, not by a majority of the
people. She believes that peace will only come
when there is political, moral, social, and eco-
nomic justice for everyone.

Wejdan is a Muslim Palestinian from
Gaza. She received
ministration and International Management
from the Monterey Institute for International
Studies in California after being awarded a
USAID Clinton Scholarship in 2000. Wejdan is
a human rights and
spoke of the dehumanization that is taking
place in her homeland, Gaza, as a result of the

Women at the Forefront of Peace

indicated that approximately 70% of the popu-
lg@ion of Gaza lives at or below the interna-
tional poverty level of $2.00/person/day and
discussed the impact of widespread unemploy-
ment due to border restrictions, the constraint
and the random shut off of gas and electricity to

thearagand érdm hdr purepéctive thefise & o

dolfective fuishment & 41 Patestirdans bycha
Israeli government for the actions of a few,
which is in direct violation of international law.
As evidence, she pointed to the fact that several
pedplg veere killedythis past yedr 43 £result of m
flood of sewage which occurred because the
Israeli government had cut off electricity to
Gaza and the pumps could not operate. As well,
her own sister, who is a diabetic, has had many
serious diabetic episodes due to medication that
was ineffective because power outages had
affected its refrigeration and potency. Despite
her living conditions and those of her family
and friends, Wejdan firmly believes in equality
and peace for all.

Hagit, Abir, and Wejdan gave their realis-
tic and humanistic appraisals of not only the
current state of affairs in the Middle East, but
what steps can and should be taken to resolve

h therconfhtaiisatmenneftlst is jjus forRvarp- | |

one. Their personal insights and experiences
with life and death were reminders that the
issues of discrimination, oppression, and racism
are not just national; they are global. As well,

w thegnentinded us of thegrdmarkaible poevdr of v i

individuals to effect change and of the tremen-
dous potential of women at the forefront of
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solution that will end the violence and further | sr ael i mi |l itaryds amdei ons and deci sion
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Feminist Manifesta

By Melinda Guillen

My feminism is an intersection on the
map of this planet. It is a lens with added tints
from each part of my identity. A queer woman
of color from the p
social class that is constantly in flux T my
feminism lives between each letter. My femi-
nism reads between the lines. My feminism is
a safe space in a hostile environment. My
feminism is equal visibility.

My feminism means not to be afraid of
admitting privilege or ashamed of oppression T
it recognizes that our privileges must be under-
stood as the cause of the exploitation of others.
They are the very tools we need to use in order
to dismantle exploitation. Our oppressions
must be spoken to understand the nature of
unyielding domination. My feminism is for-
ever skeptical of f
is not from my own creation and rejects all
notions of being colorblind, model minorities,
essentialism and tokenism. It knows the danger
of ranking oppression as a means to justify the
systematic disadvantage of .

My oppressions come from a broken,
quiet system, the same system that keeps my
experiences and identity markers in the mar-
ginalized areas of society by way of nonstop
static. That static keeps us distracted. When

Mar xi sm spoke ofi niy
feminism sung the words of Gloria,
fideconstruct, const

My feminism understands that empathy is
not the same as charity. It will not accept a
gendered division of life, labor or love. It is the
voice to silenced experiences of abuse and
rape, both my own and yours. My feminism
experienced years of silence from rape so you
do not have to. My feminism listens. It is the
very mechanism that will not stop until all the
shame, pity and stigma dissolves so that heal-
ing can begin.

A feminist education means a critical look
at history and the integration of marginalized
cultures and wor k.
at you. It will not define you as it does me but
it wants to understand you. It needs to under-
stand you and insists that you return the favor.

My feminism is expression. It is the lan-
guage of art that does not rely on the validation
of socially-constructed prestige. It is the wedge
between love and possession, passion and
ownership. My feminism knows no bounda-
ries. It is alive
and in all comers of the world. It is alive in
protests, organizing, art, film and the written
word. It is resistance and progress. My femi-
nism is birth.

I am a feminist because I do not see an-
other way to view the world as we know it. My
feminist education values the work that has
been done, seeks to uncover lost stories of the
past and present and is committed to social
change not just for you or me, but for all.

i theWPérfelreing Aarte @bnters Thel UNIOV pro-

The UNLV 2008 Vagina MonologuesTlenth
Anniversary Production

AVagina Warriorso AfBobs: 0 the Vagina Mo

By Janis Duncan and Sharon Smith are residing in Las Vegas.
The Vagina Monologuésgan on Febru-
This year marks the tenth anniversary of  ary 14, 1998, at the Hammerstein Ballroom in
The Vagina Monologuesnd a special produc- New York City. The play included many well-
tion sold out at UN L khéwva actéys, stick an@le Clédea Whoolpia | | in
Goldberg and Shirley Knight. The sold out
2,500 seat benefit performance raised $250,000
a fordocalhititvielande gotips. Bsypurpddowae n 6 s
to inform people of the negative impact of vio-
lence on an individual and the community, and
to aid anti-violence groups in reaching their

duction, which took place on February 29 at 7
pcm.. 0 was produced
Studies faculty member Janis Duncan and
UNLYV alumna Samantha Krerowicz, both of
whom performed monologues in the play. The

femal e cast member s gd &ending VioleedhgaifisMwangen. na War r i
orso and the mal e vol ulmhbosoeoftli® terdhranivesasy bflTleed i B o |
because they respect all vaginas. The spotlight ~ Vagina Monologues a conf erence ¢
piece this year was fikatTemahoWawirlilbrke ohelnd

honor of the women who have been displaced 11-12, 200 8. Duncan, Krer
by Hurricane Kat ri naStudiWadgoekeld SurdSdn will be gtending e -
partment Chair, Dr. Lois Helmbold, was in- as College Campaign Organizers. On Saturday,
cluded in the women reading spotlight pieces. ~ April 12 at the New Orleans Arena, a number
More than 50 women auditioned for the of exciting events will be held for V to the
Mpyr ofdeuncitniiosnm ainsd rBdt b e eatbii@herefivl BedniernadionaMya formancesr s , 0
most of whom are UNLV students. None of the of The Vagina Monologuesiusical perform-
participants are actors and they have dedicated  ances, and V-Day activists from around the
a great deal of their time and effort to this pro-  world. New Orleans was chosen in order to
ducti on. Alt i s tr ul honorahe Katritm ®Varrio® from thie aveewhad
can, ifwe all have t ohalesirviveénmch vidlence add. hardship. The
The UNLV production raised over conference will recognize their continuing
$10,000 for the Stop Abuse in the Family Envi-  struggle and raise worldwide awareness of the
ronment (SAFE) House, a non-profit, commu- issues facing these women.
ity patediocganigatioy whese migsdonibtdl n 6t suspect
n stop abuse The cast and

say:

AN within the crew would like
family. Part of to thank Gay
the proceeds ~ Sessums and
will also be Destiny Farr,
used to help without whose
two families efforts the pro-

duction would
not have been
possible.

displaced by
Hurricane
Sam Krerowicz & Janis Duncan Katrina who

Gay Sessums & Janis Duncan
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Misinterpreting the Movement: Misconceptions about
feminism create a lack of understanding

By Marisa Christensen
Originally published in the UNL¥ebel Yell
on February 11, 2008

The word fAfemini
things to different people. For many, its conno-
tations are far from positive. On the more nega-
tive end of the spectrum, it conjures up images
of burning bras, hairy legs and armpits and total

smbemaasnes

female domination. Televangelist Pat Robertson

goes so far as to define feminism as a force that
ﬁencourages WO me n
kill their children, practice witchcraft, destroy
capitalism and
feminism might encourage women to leave

to

power is distributed in our society. It seeks to
secure womends equality
striving for minority equality, gay rights, the

working class, those with disabilities and other

gener al publ i cds mi s maogimatizedpartd oppressed groupstitaskso | | ows ,
then, that the portrayals of feminismintheme- questi ons such as, f@AWho
dia or in popular culture are, to some extent, does not?0 and fAhow do t
accountable for our perception of feminism their power 2?0

dhif § er enwwher e Imacteay thaottfe potvehie ourpodidiylisi ¢ 6 s i
come from. I remember that one of the first largely in the hands of a specific group of peo-
Afeministsod | encounpleeForexdmple &.S. présiierts havewyeto z e al 0 L
and angry woman in the movie Legally Blonde deviate from the norm of white, male and het-
who was campaigning on issues as irrelevant as  erosexual, among other identities. Groups in
changing the name of the winter semestertothe power have the abil
Awi nter ovester. o perceptions. Feminism is no exception; it ques-
| Ewaswiréntertsthdentifisst, lahpelyshdzamsa d téons the uncontested power of this group,
I thought that it was unnecessary. I truly be- hence their disapproving portrayals are far from

ity t

b e ¢ 0 mBeved tleatour dockety Isad réached dstate of t e sdrpriying.

total and complete equality, thanks to the civil The ability to question anything that is

abusive relationships or reveal the shortcomings rights movement, which had completely de- considered Afacto is int
of capitalism. However, as a self-identified stroyed all forms of prejudice and discrimina-  change or social justice can be achieved. Our
feminist, I have yet to take interest in killing tion decades before I was born. Inequality was a perception of the world around us is constantly
children or becoming a witch. thing of the past, and to my mind, racism, sex-  being shaped by new revelations, which would
Al t hough Robert s onBnsandgrejfdiceonlykexistedin histoy. a n  be impossible without the ability to question
extreme example of the negative attitudes di- Though I am now aware of the glaring what we are told. Feminism taught me that, and
rected toward feminism, [ am often met witha  inequalities that are still prevalent in our sup- it is definitely not a bad thing.
general sense of disapproval, amusement or posedly fimodern, free and eqgual societyodo of
even anger when I say I am a feminist. After United States of America, the number of people :
telling someone t hat whbren@mimblim tothenat®dksns. Geset- u g R@Enember' ng Lawrence
maj or, | &m usually e alpthesepeoptt dotnw face dsimpimatioll t o ques - Klng
tions |li ke, ASo do ywhichngansyhstthdy aresgtnerallyiwhite,ar ound and
tal k about how much middietolp@etclass, heteraseRual méh. skt .
the individual even ingthenmabout thdiraxperiences with diserani- g
ies is, which is something I have learned to not  nation is a little like asking a man how it feels
take for granted. to be pregnant. However, those who are least
To get a gener al s kkelysobe dzdrimimatyd aghinstiofeemnfeblzhd
about feminism, I posted a bulletin on MySpace most entitled to speak openly about it.
asking them to respond with their definition of For example, I recently discussed femi-
feminism and possible reasons why it is per- nism with someone who said that he supports
ceived as something negative. Their definitions equality, but does not feel that any groups are
ranged from the idea that women should have  currently oppressed. According to him, any
equal rights, to a theory that feminism is a form inequality reflected by statistics like income or
of population control. Although the first defini- educational attainment are purely a reflection of
tion is closer to the truth than the second, both  how hard an individual has worked.
ideas are interesting ones nonetheless. Some He truly believes that his life is no easier ) ] 3
people blame misconceptions of feminismon t han anyone el seds ||ByXeanito Espinpgeeugllar, t his |i s ar
stupidity, ignorance or conservative agendas, vidual whose father makes upward of $500,000
while others maintain that it is rightly perceived a year, who has every aspect of his college As a way of remembering Lawrence
as negative because they believe it to truly be a  career financed, and has yet to take on the re- King, a queer student who was victim of a
bad thing. sponsibility of supporting himself. hate crime late in February, I built an Altar de
Of course, there are many different types He does not have to worry about racial Muerto. Altares de Muertosepresent an
of feminism, ranging from radical feminists discrimination and is heterosexual in a hetero- | indigenous tradition of remaining in contact
who are anti-pornography to pro-sex feminists ~ normative society. Yet he feels entitled todeny (Wi t h oneds | oved onjes, <
who are porn stars. Branches of theory range the disadvantages that some groups face, even | have transcended to Mictlan with things they
from ecofeminism, liberal feminism, multicul-  to the extent of saying that inequality is non- enjoyed during life such as candy, clothes,
tural feminism and dozens of other strands of ~ existent. By no means am I arguing that indi- | candles, perfumes, jewelry and other artifacts.
thought. The list can go on, but the same prem-  viduals of privilege are necessarily or inher- Mictlan is the place of darkness and it is im-
ise generally exists at the core of all feminist ently racist or s e x i|Rotanttonig (habdgrigngss is nqt congidgrads|t  t h i
greats: women want equality with men. that this group should have the final word on to be negative in many indigenous cultures.
Womends right to vibequelityorzheabilitysiosdefihedemisisthu ¢ 4 - By dedicating the altar to Lawrence King
tion, reproductive rights, the existence of rape Though it is true that not only men are we not only remember him but also make a
laws and even the ability for women to view opposed to feminism, it is important to think statement and take a stance against violence
sex as pleasurable can be attributed to feminist  critically about where our perceptions come and hatred toward queer people of color. We
efforts. Current feminist issues include topics from. Many of those who have inaccurate defi- | moum and demand justice for our dead, we
such as sex wor ker s O nitiors of fortirssm hawe novtdken thertimeston t| defm, hope and work towards a different
justice, immigration laws, childcare and every- research it. Instead, they rely on the ideas es- society where gender and sexual identity do
thing in between. poused by the mainstream. not hgve to mean death, discrimination, abuse
So what is bad about feminism? Many of Personally, I would define feminism as a | OF pall.
the responses to my MySpace bulletin held the  set of beliefs critiquing the ways in which Todo nuestro dolgMarch 11, 2008
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The Womenos
Department continued the How
I Became a Feminist Brown
Bag Lecture Series with three
special guest speakers, Susan
Lopez-Embury, Coach Regina
Miller, and Dr. Christine Clark.
This series provides the oppor-
tunity for our speakers to join
the community and discuss
their journeys to becoming
feminists and to share their
ideas about what feminism is.

Susan Lope£Embury, M.Sc.:
SexWorker Rights and the
Desiree Alliance

By Kasey OOHor

Susan Lopez-Embury is co-
founder and co-director of Desiree Alliance, a
national advocacy group dedicated to sex work-
ers rights. Susan and Desiree Alliance proudly
seek to "provide leadership and create space for
sex workers and supporters to come together to
advocate for human, labor and civil rights for
all workers in the sex industry." Susan is a pas-
sionate feminist and activist.

Susan's path to feminism followed her own
occasionally rocky, often fun, and always inter-
esting path through life as a self-determined,
self-identified sex worker. Through her own
experience in the sex work industry, she saw
first hand the inequalities and injustices that
women face in general and that sex workers
face in particular. Susan recognized not only a
strong, uneducated, and unfair public reaction
against sex work and sex workers, but also
against female sexuality at large. As a feminist,

How | Became a Feminist..

Amy Sandler, Anita Revilla, Regina Miller, Lois Helmbold, Lynn Comella

0Sharon Smith, and Gay Sessums

come a fighter. This quality has helped her
make positive changes for the teams she has
coached. Miller played on one of the best col-
lege basketball teams in the country at Old
Dominion University. She remembers the insis-
tence on equality by her coach and follows this
example in her struggles. Playing on this team

was a great opportunity for her and she received

a lot of exposure. She continued to play profes-
sionally in the
before moving on to coaching.
Coach Miller does not back down. When
she became a head coach for the first time at 28
years old, she relocated from a large open-
minded city to a small town in Illinois. Here,
she learned that not all geographic areas are
equally progressive. She had the attitude that
she could do anything and displayed this in her
actions. She recalled an event in the beginning

ters every situation with confi-
dence and a feeling of belong-
ing, which helps her stay strong
and resist pressure to conform.

Smith
Dr. Christine Clark is the Vice
President for Diversity and
Inclusion at UNLV. In discuss-
thg how she became a feminist,
Dr. Clark said that it is not an
easy question to answer, as her
story is not yet complete. She feels that she has
always been a feminist and that events in her
life only served to reaffirm this feeling. For
example, she was never socialized into a gender
role as a child and was never told by her parents
that she could not do something because she
was a girl.
She has always been involved in sports
and was the first girl in her community to par-

still continues T playing sports, including
weight lifting, which was taught to her by a
woman trainer.

As a student, she always had excellent
teachers. She attended an all girls high school -
entirely against her will - where she was put
into Mrs.
be the best teacher Dr. Clark had ever had and
introduced

By Gay Sessums and Sharon

Wo me ticipage in BitilsLkagu¢. $hacbntinuell ieaadg u e

Aiwe must fight fo
said Miller, fibec
and students should be treated
~equally.o

Dr . Christine CIla
Story is Yet Inco

Boat wrightoés

her ThedemBet t y

she embraces her own sexuality and offers an ~ of her career when, in the middle of practice, nine Mystique A She gave me a f
open and honest evaluation of her relationship t he boys 6 basketbal | stateClain came onto the cou
to sex and sex work. and began their pract i Afergradsating ffom Frahkéin &Mamheln 6 s

During her travels Susan learned about the  was not there. Shocked, Coach Miller stood her College, which she found very male-centered,
trials and tribulations and laws and practices ground and instructed the girls not to move out  she attended University of Massachusetts, Am-
affecting sex workers the world over. Her ex- of their way. This was a defining moment in her herst, where she received her M.Ed. and her
periences and her drive influenced her decision — career. She fought and won many battles to gain Ed.D. Her first job in multicultural curriculum
to go to coll ege an dequaldyfoeth womentoreherteama s t e r 0 develab@ent wa wnder a male supervisor,
in Social Policy and Development from London Title IX has been a double-edged sword. which taught her that it is not about male or
School of Economics. Furthering her education ~ On one hand, women have attained the right to  female, it is about who supports and nurtures
allowed her to pursue her feminist and activist ~ play and coach college sports. On the other, as  your development.
interests and goals of creating awareness and coaching opportuni ti e s DriChrkhsfonghtpedsenal satfepatoigs 1 n
providing support to sex workers. Susan ada- crease, and in some cases become more lucra-  the way as well. As a formerly battered woman,
mantly fights for the legitimization or decrimi-  tive, they become more attractive to male she hopes to help dispel the myth that a woman
nalization of sex work and supports sex work-  coaches, who are making strides in taking over ~ can be too smart to put herself in such a posi-
ersd rights to |l egal¢éyaamidng aveimgnd o | i ® aviiod. Bhe WakaB@adortsictinihighechool tinth €  p |
reer path of their choice. ers on womends spor t@ametoardemntand fathse fentinistdssud, makl- d i f
You can find out more about Desiree Alliance  ently than male athletes. There are differences  ing peace with her appearance. She now under-
at http://www.desirealliance.org/about_us.htm. in the quality of the equipment, the cost of stands that beauty standards are not static and

clothing and gear covered by the student, and what is considered beautiful may differ among

Coach Regina Mil |l er : thefarhountd&psomoBam anchrecagnitibneofni - different people.
ni sto accomplishments received by the teams. For To Dr. Clark, feminis
By Sharon Smith example, female athletes are required to pur- derstanding of how women are disadvantaged

Regina Miller, Head Coach of the UNLV  chase their own sports bras, while male athletes by sexism, patriarchy, and paternalism, and that
Womends Basketball t @cpmovidedwithgockatrthpvay s beenviaol ence against women

believer in equality regardless of race, gender,
religion or political views. She grew up on the
east coast in a large family. As one of few girls
among many brothers, she was destined to be-

As the head coach of the UNLV Lady
Rebels, Miller continues to fight and speak out
for equality. She is committed to diversity in
all aspects, not just in race or gender. She en-

3

She believes that being a feminist is intention-
ally behaving in a way that challenges these
constraints, even if it means risking something
personally.
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Some of the

Revilla, and Amy Sandler.

D

Gay Sessums
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Destiny Farr

Meet the 2007-2 0 0 8

During the fall semester of 2007 Kasey

O6Horo and Jessica
Assi stants for the
ment.

Kasey O'Horowas a graduate assistant

during the 2006-2007 academic year and for the

fall semester of 2007.
Kasey is a Graduate Cer-
tificate student in the
Women's Studies Depart-
ment and a master's stu-
dent in the Anthropology
and Ethnic Studies De-
partment. Her academic
| interests include Cypriot

- and Near Eastern archae-
ology, the examination and analysis of chipped
stone assemblages from archaeological and
experimental contexts, as well as the study of
gender and class issues in prehistory, particu-
larly pertaining to the division of labor.

Wo men 6 s frém Ieft[i]éers’ne Tatac Jarh Qllgr, Shanod Husttes f f
Edwards, Damon Lasiter, Lois Helmbold, Lynn Comella, Sharon Smith, Gay Sessums, Janis Duncan, ;\nnae

The department staff includes Gay Ses-

sums, Administrative Assistant, and Destiny
Farr, Student Assistant.

Gay Sessums

graduat e

Jessica Krusés complet-

partment of English. Her
t hesi s,
is a manuscript of poetry
focusing on the physical
and emotional aspects of
: ! displacement as a female
writer and traveler. Much of her work is influ-
enced by time spent outside of the United
States, including time spent living in South

Africa and the Netherlands, as well as journeys
through Australia, New Zealand and Europe. A
and

poet, transl ator
has been published both nationally and locally,
in the form of poetry, essays, reviews, inter-
views and articles. She is currently taking
classes toward a Graduate Certificate in
Womenb6s Studies
degree in literature and creative writing.

and

joined
Department as the Administrative Assistant in
August 2004. She received her BA in Philoso-
phy from UNLV and is currently working to-
ward a
Her interests include the production and mainte-
nance of gender as a social construct that in-
forms social inequalities and ultimately vio-

Womenos

I igher MEA in&reaick u att lee
Whitidgitheosgh the ®¢ a r Assistants for the spring 2008 semester.

ABuUI

Congratulations to Student Assistant Destiny Farr!
Destiny was awarded a $1000 scholarship for her essay about Black History Month. She received
the award from the Office of the Vice President for Diversity and Inclusion and was invited to the
2008 Black History Month Breakfast.

The Womeg
Studies Department at
UNLYV has doubled in
size this year with four
full time faculty, in-
cluding veterans Lois
Helmbold, Ph.D., de-
partment chair and full
professor, and Anita
Revilla, Ph.D., assistant
professor, and new faculty S. Charusheela,

Ph.D., associate professor, and Lynn Comella,
Ph.D., assistant profess
113, Gender, Race and Classour most popu-

lar course with 34 sections being taught this

spring.

Dr. S. Charusheela (above) will serve as
interim chair of t
partment during the 2008-2009 academic year.

he

Our Administrative Staff

lence.
Destiny Farr joined th
Department as a Student Assistant for the 2007-
2008 a¢hool Wharnbesting is a sdpHornott at e S
UNLYV, majoring in Criminal Justice with a
minor in Women's Studies. She is interested in
research about women as workers, offenders,

c er t ianfl Victing in the chintinal Méticnsysterd. She iS t u d i

currently the Vice President of the Young De-
mocrats of UNLV and the Southern Field Coor-
dinator for the Young Democrats of Nevada.

Studi es

Sharon Smith and Damon Lasiter joined

Gr

Womends Studies Depe
Sharofy Briithisa graduate
assistant in the

Studies Department and a

masterdés student

thropology and Ethnic Stud-

ies Department. Her focus is

physical anthropology and

her academic interests in-

clude human osteology and

human paleontology.
journalist, Jessicads

Damon Lasitercomes to us from the An-

thropology and Ethnic Studies Department,

where he is pursuing his MA in linguistic an-

thropology. His research

intbreatsne brdadoas he u re

has been involved in under-

water archaeological sur-

veys and artifact process-

ing, cognitive linguistics

and cross-linguistic inter-

ference, and is now inter-

ested in language ideolo-

gies among ESL learners.

Message from the Chair
continued from page 1

women-centered non-profits in Las Vegas.
Belen Pena, AA in 2002 - 2003, also called,
completing her fifth year of teaching in Clark
County School District, and reported that she
had exchanged her Peruvian for United States
citizenship. These connections we have forged
do not die!

Lots of Womends St
behind the scenes and we rely on many people
outside our department for helping to make us
successful. On the Steering Committee, our
policy body, Barb Brents (Sociology), Cheryl
Bowles (Nursing), Joan Howarth (Law), and
Martha Watson (Dean of the College of Urban
Affairs) join the four faculty. On our Personnel
Committee, Barb Brents (Sociology), Helen
Harper (Curriculum and Instruction), and El-
speth Whitney (History) served with S. Cha-
rusheela, who chaired the committee. Charu
also chaired the Curriculum Committee, which
includes Suzanne Becker (Graduate Certificate
and Sociology), Elspeth Whitney (History),
Melinda Guillen, as well as the faculty. Anita
Revilla continued to lead our Program Commit-
tee, which also included Elaina Battacharaya
(Office of Vice-President for Diversity), Lynn
Comella, Melinda Guillen (undergrad major),
and Sharon Smith (GA; MA student, Anthro-
pology).

The Womenbdés Studie
on our part-time instructors: Janis Duncan,
Colleen Hall-Patton, Angela Hernquist,
Sharon Hughes-Edwards, Peter Kim, Jan
Oller, Amy Sandler, Shelley Sendak, Dawn

By Evelyn FloreRangel,
Womends Studies Rese

Cherrz2e
described by many wh
History Month keynote address as one of the
most rewarding experiences on this campus.
She shared her story, wisdom and vision for a
feminist world. Her visit began with a dialogue
amongst Womends Stud
and staff where she opened her corazon(heart),
answered questions, and pushed us to think
outside our boundaries. She has been doing this
for decades with a lifetime trajectory as an ac-
tivist, social critic, poet, playwright, and
teacher. She has consistently and perilously
defied society through her courage, feminist
vision, and creative imagination.

More precisely, Moraga was one of the
first Chicanas to publish about sexuality, spiri-
tuality, patriarchy, sexism, and feminism at a
time when it was dangerous to do so. She con-
tinues on this path. In 2003 she critiqued the
invasion of Iraq and accurately predicted the
devastating outcomes of the war. When asked
about her visionary stance on 9/11 and the
ramifications the invasion of Iraq would have

Moragads Vv

Starrett, Jeannine Talar, Dustin Wax, Maria
Williams, and Rebecca Zisch. We have had
the good fortune to have Danielle Roth-
Johnson as a Visiting Assistant Professor again
this year. Two sets of Graduate Assistants
worked in the department; Jessica Kruse

awarded a sabbatical for 2008 - 2009 and S.
Charusheela will become interim chair. Two
of our most vital behind-the-scenes members,
Dean of Urban Affairs Martha Watson and
former Academic Dean of the Law School Joan
Howarth are leaving their positions at UNLV.

(MFA candidate, English)and K a s e y O 6Bdth contributed six years of advice, insights,

(Grad Certificate student and MA candidate,
Anthropology) in the fall, and Damon Lasiter
(MA candidate, Anthropology) and Sharon
Amth (M4 cangidate. nthgopplogy) this
spring. We especially recognize Sharon an
Damon for putting together this newsletter on
short notice.

Without Gay Sessums, our administrative
assistant, the department would be a far differ-
ent place. Gay joined our Graduate Certificate
Program a few years ago, reflecting her sub-
stantial intellect as well as her organizational
skills. She
History Month yard sale and to be the depart-

ment 6s voice in her
UNLV I nfo (the
mati on system)

Month. Destiny Farr, our student assistant,
comes to us from New Orleans, and has rapidly
integrated herself into UNLV activism. Vice-

and good politics to our Steering Committee.
Martha returns to being a student, exemplifying
education as a lifelong undertaking, and Joan
will become the Dean of the Law School at
Michigan State University. Saying good-bye is
easier when you know the new paths your
friends are taking move them in directions they
want to go.

During 2008 - 2009, I plan to live in the
Bay Area and return to a monogamous relation-
ship with my computer, doing scholarly, rather
than bureaucratic, writing. I will complete my

ing Do: Survival Strategies of Black and White
Warking Elass Vdomentdurieg thD &rgat @en

uni v e pressionaydsve oa tb @seatchrfor myinext i n f
d ur i nlgok PWoen eatod mentditadhtions family,

and women caretakers. [ hope to throw in trips
to Japan and Peru, make dozens of quilts, prac-
tice martial arts consistently, and be able to

president of the UNLV Young Democrats, Des- walk twelve months a year.

tiny is a Criminal
Studies minor.
The summer of 2008 will bring major

changes to Womenods

artepiyClassr ldj omplex, leavi
%hin?%rﬁzvgtﬁfgﬂ %ﬁs%latgd, Eolmz. %g-s
sides being more centrally located, we will be
in a building named for a woman! The new
Multicultural Center will take over Houssels

House. LoisHelmbold( t hat 6s

Gepmce. ¢

.‘
'

J u s Firally, éhis anial¢ neakes cleanticht

me ! )

¥ Chicanal/l
{ dedicated to countering the displacement of

Wo me
Womends Studies is ri
But remember, financially speaking, we are the

S poaeredt depagment ik\te powrest cdllegaao v et

UNLV. We need your support. Whether you
contribute used goods for our annual yard sale,
your efforts in publicizing the department, or

cold, hard cash, your
Studies always make us stronger.
has been

The Creative Imagination of Cherrie Moraga

2 she built herself whole again. She then articu-

lated the right of every person to define femi-
nism and the power of language to define and

2 donstruct reality. She uses language to make
/) pleaple uncomfortable in an attempt to push

them to a new level of consciousness. She pri-

marily addressed the importance of living

through memory and writing to remember for

the Latino/a and Chicano/a community.
y,Cherr2e is currently
ndi gena, 0 a t

Cherrie Moraga (center) with UNLV staff and indigenous people as a result of globalization.
students at a reading and book signing at ChiThey are currently working with Flor, an in-

cano bookstore, Aztlan Books y Mas

on the world, she responded that her job as a
writer is to anticipate what might happen and to
tell the world.

One of the most powerful moments Cher-
rie shared was when she revealed the power
that feminism has had in her life. She credited

digenous migrant who is in sanctuary in Chi-

cago (in the same church that gave a year long
sanctuary to human/migrant rights activist

Elvira Arellano). During her keynote address,

she read from her most
Indigena Codex of Changing Consciousness:

The Right to Remember,
the i mportance of fAsea

femini smds phil os op higiteratefl thafiourfieminispaedrindigenow vi- i s
political 6 as hel pi ndonskheutd indudemuturat a@ondmgandms wi
sexuality. Before she grew into this conscious-  pro-literate oppositional consciousness. Ulti-
ness, she stated Al magly, shabelibvesthd i€we abjuleby thiso n, 0
through this self-discovery and transformation,  vision, we will find our way home.
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UNLV Queer Conferenc event, entitled ATo wmaducdod. Asaost Qauld aree, thid @nfee-1 a n d

Bridging Communi t i e senceaetval as aRiee shiersnbtions of identitg t e , 0
F’ ] was cosponsored by t h ecultuWanmegratiors racissni and hameplsobia y
Department at UNLV and MEChA de UNLV, muchos mafand so much more] were engaged
bringing together over one hundred undergradu- as we t heori zed on the ¢
ates, graduate students, faculty, activists and homel andodo and where we n
artists and performers from California, Illinois, speaking about his experience, Andrew Guillen,
Nevada, Oregon and Texas, among other amember of MEChA and an undergraduate
pl aces. These fi X u e etudeint SrdmaCsl Stabe Los Angeles, tfade@efi i t 0
Espinoza Cuellar from UNLV would probably erence to the Chicana/o Movement, saying
refer to the razapresent at the conference, cele- i When we have conference
brated joteria through scholarship, dialogue and can absolutely influence young people to be-
artistry, demonstrating what for many was a come writers, scholars, artists and much more,
true community building effort and a site of just as the Chicano Youth Conference in Den-
empowerment for the queer Chicana/o and ver of 1967 did for thei
Latina/o community. drew and others, fAQueer
On November 9th and10th, University of The panels, workshops and performances weekend i n the bright |
Nevada, Las Vegas hosted the first ever Na- included, but were not limited to, topics ranging t he fiCasi t ad at Womenos
tional Association for Chicana and Chicano from education, health, transnationalism, joteria rooms of UNLV and the dance floor of El
Studies (NACCS) Joto Caucus conference. The epistemologies and theory, space and cultural Backdoor

Queer Conference participants

By Eddy F. Alvarez, UCSB
Co-chair of NACCS Joto Caucus

their Iives. 0 She di b nshij
b € I I h 00 kS tween Black people and working class white
ARet ur n t o t h @ople, i chﬁinﬁthﬁw@ that attitl_ldes toward
Bv Xuanito Espinoz&uéliar poor whites reflect and recreate white suprema-
y P cist constructions and ideas. In addition, many
of the stereotypes placed on poor white people
¢ IOnkNoverrtl)ber L %007 ]3611 hooks glavf; & are the same as those usedagaiast Black peo-
a abou ha cu ur ;ﬁe. is, theH, e&i5e§ Jefledtidn’of the 9
Spo ke ?bogf hlir exlp;enenci asa Bllellck v;/loman internalized racism that black communities face
mingbusk oo el el gy g o
nections to the land. She emy hzsized the impor- Shecontinued Wltg d diSetssiofl ot the ceo*
. ) P > 1mp nomic displacement of blacks and explained
tf:;mce 0£§Ffeak1ng aboutfth'e Black expelrl ence what it was like to live in a socially segregated  ery. She emphasized the importance of educat-
he?xi:l 2 ft;n irririlérrr)r(l)ilr?;c(l)t}féiﬁvrya?sliasl(;zllge(;gl SIS world. ing ourselves across cultural boundaries in
. per- From a personal perspective, [ was par- order to end xenophobia and racism, which are
ence by presenting the urban Bla.ck experience ticularly touched when hooks responded to the  caused by white supremacy.
as th?lm?(m clomponlfnt %f}]? lack 1dent} ty. question of immigration and the denial of rights As a Womenbés Studijes n
that is (())(::ci:rislfgsfr‘;?)nf t(l)letwee:;ftzli)r:sﬁi)gtr ﬁ:on to undoqumented people in the United Stgtes. student, I was honored to have the opportunity
h . L b She rj&)l&ad that th;)\llraytheykare treatedisa .t.o meet and | earn from ¢
south, especially by,@)dgf, B & &P MG (Mamdliegschdiats. & wish thisoppgrtunitywiera ¢
search of certain kinds of values that reflect amongst us everywhere as a new form of slav-  possible more often.

I of women, people of color and the LGBT com-  with an introduction to the GGOT and their
Fe min IStS are F un ny ! munity. By wearing guerrilla masks and assum- work, accompanied by projected video and still
By Melinda Guillen ing the names of dead female artists, the GGOT images as well as a plethora of props, and was
keep the focus on the issues at hand while si- preceded by their piece

I'tés true. Femi ni st multaacausly adyeintiagnhd audieficd wétlna awhieh focused on forms of sexual violence,
funny. This was proven back in February with ~ female artist. However, they do recognize how  particularly date/peer rape, offering the audi-
UNLVOs first visit buynfortutateitisthat thiordead be given hagitin i enick varjpe methods of protection in situations
formance artists/activists, The Guerrilla Girls macy as female artist-activists, they must con-  conducive to date/peer rape. One of the most
on Tour. ceal their identities. effective elements of the GGOT is their infu-

Members of the original Guerrilla Girls from Through the efforts of a group of UNLV sion of humor in spreading awareness of gender
New York City started the group in 2001. Since students and with the help of the Jean Nidetch ~ and social inequality and sexual violence.
then, they have toured around the world, hold- Wo mends Center and t h e AfiNrehyparfbranandEsotiae GGOT,istidl in
ing workshops and performances addressing Against Sexual Violence, on February 13, 2008 masks, joined a handful of students, professors
i ssues concerning f etweaGiG@T hddra tvarkshdp $n éhe Studert Unb i adnd cdmynunigy mehmbers at the same bar where
discrimination within theatre, and equal rights i on ent i t |l ed #fAFr om Athetinitidl ided te britig themAodNLV\surfcath0 t h ¢
focused on creating effective poster campaigns  for an honorary GGOT Feminist Drinking Club.
in a collective group. Issues of body images, The success of the GGOT events and organiz-
i m/ migrant rights, sageffomstobriagthen td UNLV gnlindssng g e n ¢
and many others were transformed from just of Margaret Meadb6s quot €
ideas into attention grabbing posters. The work- small group of thoughtful, committed citizens
shop focused on how accessible these forms of  can change the world. Indeed, it's the only thing
activism truly are and highlighted the capabili- t hat ever has. 0 Perhaps
ties within us all to participate in various forms  world but we did create a space for people to
of activism. interact and engage in a form of feminist activ-

On February 14, the GGOT performedinthe i sm at UNLV. Not bad, |
Student Union theatre. The performance began
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Introducing Dr. Lynn Comella

¢l di dndét Kk M@&M Grnb aadthe Eugor. Talk about con- industry trends, and observed the cultural scene

expect from Las Vegas trasts! swirling around me. And every night I returned

before I moved here. I UNLVOs Womeno6s St uhbbinegosleeienpyawnberh &lowtgreai iss

had spent the better part a lively and exciting place to be. I have been that?

of a decade living in warmly welcomed by my colleagues in the I am currently completing a book on the

small, picturesque col-  department and across the university, and have  history of women-owned and oriented sex toy

lege towns in the enjoyed the process of getting to know my stu-  businesses in the United States, a project that is

Northeast and the Mid- dents, who are very bright and engaged. The under contract with Duke University Press.

westd Northampton, nicest change for me coming from a large uni-  Tentatively titled Selling Sexual Liberatignhe

Massachusetts and versity like Indiana is class size. At Indiana I book details how, over the course of the past

Bloomington, Indiana,  routinely taught classes with anywhere from 60 thirty years, feminist entrepreneurs have used

respectively. These to 95 students. At UitNelm¥ketplaveyas awehictecfonadvancirgthau d i e s

were places known for their independent coffee classes average 15 students. The difference for ~ goals of sexual education and liberation and the

shops, collectively run bookstores, and weekly me as a t eacher oul dibsequent chakkengemthat have Sidenrfronk i n g

farmersd mar kets shomoteangoyableg | oc al 0 r g an i practicing feminist and queer politics through

produce. What I knew about Las Vegasd like Vegas is a fascinating place to be a the market. The book traces the evolution and

most peopl e whwasptiman Owome vés hetredi es profeissowul atwhoheofmamlye péopd

ily what I had gleaned from pop culture staples  are quick to dismiss Vegas as a place of fleeting sex toyretailingd a At ast ef ui , edu

such as CSI, MTV, and TMZ.com. I have been  pleasures rather than intellectual substance, oriented and quasi-therapeutic approach to sell-

pleasantly surprised, however, by how smooth  tourist-oriented diversions rather than local ing sex toys adtfathhsal ki ng

the transition has been and how quickly I have  culture, and female objectification rather than ~ been adopted by a number of women-run sex

taken to Vegasd uni qempowdmier hfohd mystlf dimvin ko thavgrie nteybisinesses across the country, such as Ba-

and possibility. ous contradicti ons t belantin Seattle, Neov & orktCityaahd Lds An- V e g a ¢
My academic background is deeply inter-  complicated commercial and cultural identity.  geles, Early to Bed in Chicago, Smitten Kitten

disciplinary, which is something that serves me  Vegas is not one thing, it is many things rolled  in Minneapolis, and Sugar in Baltimore, among

well in the field of inthabundtenf@anpeting meskdges ahd pleab- otherst Goal Wibrations and its sister stores, I

Ph.D. in Communication at the University of ures, which makes it an incredibly interesting argue, have brought new voices, values, and

Massachusetts, Amherst and a M.A in Gender  and captivating place to live and work. forms of sexual knowledge to the market-

Studies and Feminist Theory from the New As someone who studies popular culture placed those of straight women, lesbians, trans-

School for Social Research. I also hold a B.A.  and the sex industry, it is difficult to imagine people, and queers of all stripesd which has not

in Psychology with minors in Anthropology living in a place more ideally suited to my re-  only changed the sex industry but the culture at

and Womends Studies dearchimeredsehanas Bepaa Rearchop-i v lerge. -

sity. Prior to coming to UNLV I taught for two  portunities abound. In January, for example, I It is incredibly exciting to be part of a

years in the Gender Studies Department at Indi- conducted research at the AVN Adult Enter- growing department at a university located in

ana University. One of my favorite things about tainment Expo, the largest adult entertainment ~ one of the most culturally fascinating cities in

being at Indiana was that my office sat in the trade show in the world which takes place an-  the world, and I am looking forward to explor-

shadow of the world-renowned Kinsey Insti- nually in Vegas. For four days I attended trade  ing the various opportunities that both UNLV

tute. Now, my office sits in the shadow of the seminars, talked to industry insiders, tracked and Las Vegas bring my way.

Womends Studies Presentatilon

Popular Culture Associatiomeeting in January ~ of Chicana/Latina Student Activis&he presented
2008 entitl ed fAShe S a hedrescatthet thSNACAS, NWBA end Mufsrasi :
In addition to instRapteeantthg @Wommabsi BtiwmbeeDletrad yiCambidhSecialMedddlped. 0| Sh e
ies faculty work hard on academic research. Many presented a paper at the Society for Cinemaand or gani ze t he national con
of our faculty have published this research in Media Studiesonference and was invited tobe a  Homeland: Bridging Communities and Resisting
journals and presented at conferences during 2007 ~ guest speaker in a graduate seminar at the Annen- Hat ed on NI, 2/mber 10
- 2008. berg School of Communication at University of Visiting Professor Danielle-Roth Johnson co-
Dr . S. Charusheel a Peuanbylvahiswheedhe disfuksed paffidipans p 0 fughored an article with John Tuman and Ayoub
at Ho nteltural Dynamics and i G ebsethatian resgarcldand the sex industry. She Ayoub entitled "The Effects of Education on Fer-
the Stability of Consumption: A Feminist Contri-  delivered a talk at the Center for Sex & Culture in tility in Colombia and Peru: Implications for
bution to Post Keynes SaFrands®w,amd gavai puldic lécturd anUNEVW eHe al t h and Family Pl annin
Cambridge Journal of EconomicShe also par- as part of Womends Hi $dnadaepted Mopublicition inghbjeurnavi | | pre-:
ticipated in a round teatbpaperat€onsoleingl PasdiongarSihema- S alolohl Heditle Governance
Said, They Said: Representing Commercial Sex in tional feminist conference on television, audio, Sandy Peterson will present her pa-
the Media. o Dr. Ch ar u acdwealih, and viddoe sent ed her Ipeentitled "Gender and Nation in Shakespeare's
search at the South Asian Feminist preconference, Dr. Anita Tijerina Revilla published an arti-  Coriolanus' at The BritGrad Shakespeare Confer-
the International Studies Association annual con-  cle in Gender on the Borderlands: the Frontiers ence in June in Stratford-upon-Avon, England.

By Sharon Smith

o

vention, and will be presenting at The Body in Readerand a book review in Chicana/Latina Amy Sandl er wil JustNotjesen
South Asian Contexts, 25" Annual Spring Sympo- Studies: The Journal of Mujeres Activas en Letrags My Turf: Student-Athletes Perceptions of Ho-
sium of the Center for South Asian Studies, at the 'y Cambio Socigland co-authored a manuscript, mos e x u atheR"gmn wa l Natifonal

Seminar for the Cultural Studies Association, US, Bot h Si des Now: t he S tStadiesiAsssiationf(NWBA) soafgrence Jyree 19i-[on 6 s
annual meeting, and will also do a special presen- GraduatesShe is co-editing a book, Marching 22,2008 in Cincinnati, Ohio. The theme of the
tation on postcolonial feminist economics for Students: Chicana/o identity and the Politics of conference is fiResisting Hegemonies: Race and
graduate students in heterodox economics at the Education 1968 and the Presemtd workingon S e x u a l Politics in Najtion
University of Missouri, Kansas City. her manuscript entitled, Raza Womyn Re will be research presentations and special events

Dr. Lynn Comella organized and moderated ~ constructing Revolution Exploring the Intersectiatuch as a Critical Issues Session and a panel in-
a roundtable discussion as part of the Far West of Race, Class, Gender and Sexuality in the Live$uding a tribute to black feminist thought.
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has on racial, gender, sexuality, and class per-
ceptions. The media, particularly television, has
the ability to shape and broadcast images, and
influence pubic attitudes and behaviors. In this
project, I examine the paradox of why existing
media continues to perpetuate stereotypes of
Asian Americans when they could be catering
to and

ficashing ino on

views with counselors in the violence shelter
community and on-site field observation, this
study aims to gain a better understanding of art
therapyos pl ace i n
growing alternative to traditional counseling
methods and to explore its relationship to femi-
nism.

Americads hi gh

spectives to examine the treatment of African
Americans, specifically focusing on the Jena 6
case of 2007. I chose the Jena 6 case because it
hasipresénieday tm@licatms andasoerdlation g
with the ghosts of racism past. I focus my in-
vestigation on the dynamic issues of race in
contemporary America. [ also look at how this
apectfic case galvanized a generation of young,

earning subgroup. To explore this paradox, I The Law of Labor: Negotiating the Legalblack, grassroots activists. My research utilizes

use textual analysis, survey methods, and inter- Status of Midwifery in Nevada

critical race theory, an analysis of news report-

views to | earn more
purchasing habits and media consumption prac-

KedlybGurdison, W meam & sA nSet rui dci denssf th& cashl and @hér selgplarly and popular
Within the current obstetrician-based inter- articles to examine this topic.

tices in the hope of better understanding why ventionist model of childbirth in America exists
Asi an Americans h a v e lesdet knovimeo@ 1o lest s figast, taleerda-
niche market in the way other historically under tive I midwifery. By current Nevada statutes,

@semestic Violence: An Evaluation of Shelter
and Hotline Programs in Las Vegas

-

2008 Praxis Students From left: Back row: Danielle Tucker, Laura Nickerson, Melody Nelson; Middle row: Regina Esquival, Kelly Gurdi-

son, Marisa Christensen; Front row: Melinda Guillen, Carolyn Corona, @aiang. Missing from photograph: Stacey Magidson

By Lynn Comella

Feminist Praxis is the capstone course for

Their research addressed a range of timely is-
sues, from hip hop feminism, midwifery, home-
less teens, sex worker blogs, and teen parenting

writing and activism) from the perspective of
sex workerso6 rights.

-represented groups have been.

the only legally recognized and regulated group
within this subgroup are nurse-midwives who

Las Vegas Teen Parents: Examining Gender practice exclusively in the hospital setting. My

Roles in Teen Pregnancy
Regina Esquival, Wo me n 8 s
Work

This research examines the role that gen-
der differences play in shaping the experiences
of teen pregnancy in Las Vegas. How do teens,
both male and female, adapt to this change in
their lives? What are the social expectations of
teen fathers? Much has been documented re-
garding teen pregnancy and teen pregnancy
prevention, but little is known about the gender
differences and the lived experiences of teen
parents. I will address this gap in the literature
by exploring if and how the experiences and
social expectations of teen fathers differ from
teen mothers. I am interviewing young adult
men and women who are currently dealing
with, or who have dealt with, teen pregnancy in
order to analyze their gendered experiences.

Stud

Painting Through Pain: Exploring Art Ther-

project examines the professionalization of

i nedwifer§ as &fned byaNkvada laws and pol-
icy. Through the examination of archival and
historical records such as the Nevada Revised
Statutes and legal decisions, and by conducting
interviews with local practicing midwives, |
explore how legal policy affects both practicing
midwives and their clients. In addition, I dis-
cuss what, if any, policy changes should be
implemented. Ultimately, I desire to see a more
comprehensive model for health care available
to childbearing women, and the reemergence of
midwifery as a viable profession.

Should We or

Fertility Treatment on Couples

Stacey Magidson,Wo mend6s Stud
Fertility treatments are becoming increas-

ingly more common. Research suggests that

over a lifetime 20% of couples will go through

some kind of fertility treatment. These treat-

womendés studies maj otoattheaapyddonmadtiovmlense services infLhase "Streét Aeerss": Investigating Homeless Youth
is designed to highlight the practical application Vegas, the impact of fertility treatments on in Las Vegas

of feminist theory, principles, and research couples, hate crimes, and the representation of ~ Carolyn Corona, Wo menés St udi

apy with Children in Las Vegas Violence Shelments range from oral medications and artificial
ters insemination to in vitro fertilization. Some cou-
Melinda Guillen,Wo me n 6 s St u d iplksdeel &is iStleeic onlp dption to help achieve

Laura Nickerson, Criminal Justice with a

Womends Studies Minor

As the population of Nevada continues to
cl i mb, so do the
According to the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion's unpublished Supplementary Homicide
Report, Nevada ranks third in the United States
in deaths caused by domestic violence. This
statistic has motivated me to explore the pro-
grams that are available to women in violent
relationships. My research questions include the
following: Are there sufficient programs avail-
able for women seeking to leave an abusive
relationship? If so, are these programs accessi-
ble? What are the types of programs offered? I
am conducting interviews with directors and
staff at local shelters in order to examine the

standing of the types of services that are avail-
iab& g women, I want to establish whether it is
a matter of improving current resources, imple-
menting additional resources, or potentially
addressing both of these factors that might be
the key to minimizing domestic violence in Las
Vegas.

st at e d s

Shoul dn é&isting\WegPams. BY gnieing b tetraucld- o f

Drop it |ike itds HOT: |

methods. At its core, the course provides stu-
dents with the opportunity to execute an origi-
nal research project, the results of which they
present at a public forum at the end of the se-
mester.

Writing as a form of social activism in-
formed a number of class readings, discussions,
and assignments this semester. For example,
students read the book Baghdad Burning: Girl
Blog from Iragin order to think about the gen-
dered dimensions of war and blogging as a
form of feminist writing. We also discussed the
role that the public intellectual plays in inter-
vening into public debates and discussions, and
explored how students could use different
forms of media to get feminist messages out
into the world. As a practical application of
this, students were asked to write op-ed pieces
about either their research or another feminist
issue of interest. Inspired by these conversa-
tions, one student, Marisa Christensen, began
writing for the Rebel Yellbringing a much
needed feminist perspective to the UNLV stu-
dent newspaper and exemplifying, in the proc-
ess, the idea of feminist praxis.

Praxis students conceived of and executed
highly original research projects this semester.

Asian Americans in the media. Students con-
ducted interviews, designed surveys, engaged in
participant observation research, and closely
examined texts of various kinds, including tele-
vision shows, music videos, newspaper articles
and legal cases. As the abstracts below suggest,
their research projects are as conceptually so-
phisticated as they are timely and compelling.

The Spring 2008 Praxis course was taught
by Dr. Lynn Comella.

Logging On, Speaking Out: Sex Workers,
Blogs, and Activism
Marisa Christensen,Wo me n6s St u
Dozens of blogs written by sex workers
have appeared on the internet in recent years,
giving these women a voice with which to de-
scribe and define their experiences as sex work-
ers. This project examines these blogs, asking
questions such as, what current issues in the sex
industry do these women find important? Do
these blogs constitute a form of activism? In
what ways do new media and blogs in particu-
lar give voice to sex workers? Through a femi-
nist analysis, my research makes connections
between the internet and activism (in particular,

6

Minor in Sociology

Beyond the glittering lights and colossal-
size buildings of Las Vegas exists a community
of young teens who have found comfort and
families on the streets. Local organizations such
as Street Teens offer a safe place for homeless
teens to eat, shower, and rest. My research fo-
cuses on this particular not-for-profit group. I
use a combination of participant observation
and interviews, combined with the review of
current literature and empirical data, to decon-
struct current notions surrounding homeless
teens. I use a feminist lens to understand the
gendered differences among homeless teens
tefe i Bas Vegas. I want to offer documenta-
tion of the experiences and stories of these
young people. My hope is that this research will
yield useful information for organizations such
as Street Teens that provide services to the
homeless youth population.

Media, Money, and Asian Americans: Analyz-

ing Media Portrayals of Asian Americans and

the Untapped Market of Asian American Con-

sumers

Cam-tu Dang, Wo me n 6 s
Scholars have noted the influence media

ogy

Art therapy is a growing field of counsel-
ing in professional, social, and psychological
circl es. Locally, L
utilize art therapy in the treatment and assess-
ment of sexually abused and battered children.
This study explores the use of art therapy in
violence shelters. As the cycle of violence con-
tinues to be a feminist concern, this study ad-
dresses the following questions: In what ways
are art therapy projects with children in Las
Vegas shelters developed and interpreted? Is art
therapy a form of social activism? Does art
therapy contribute to the feminist intervention
against violence in Western culture? By using a
combination of research methods, including
analysis of existing art therapy literature, inter-

Feminism
Danielle Tucker, Wo me n 6 s
nor in Sociology

their goal of having children. My research ex-

plores the impact that fertility treatments have

on couples. Is this impact emotional, financial,
asexual, draotnahindelseentirelyl? € sewrel s h eTlot emmasny, t he phrase dt

histories and interviews with couples dealing may not make sense. How can a facet of popu-

with fertility issues to examine this issue. [ also lar culture that seemingly has so many negative

include historical data for background informa- images of women attached to it be associated

tion on fertility treatment. My hope is that my  with feminism? My research examines whether

findings will help other couples who are on the ~ women see hip hop feminism as a contradiction

fence about fertility treatment decide if this is in terms. Does hip hop feminism exist? Ifso,

something they want to pursue. what is it? Who is considered a hip hop femi-

nist and why? Does hip hop feminism em-

Resisting the At t ac kpower wooen? Mg resBrchaisesknteriiewe r i ¢ a 0

Response to Hate Crimes in America with anartifacts from popular culture, such as movies

Emphasis on the Jena 6 and videos, and secondary sources to explore

Melody Nelson,Wo men6s St udi ehistopic.

This project utilizes black feminist per-

Studi es

Studi es

Congratulations are in order!

St udi eswsill recdivel the dmditc BordavAiwhrd for dute

Two Womenods
presented with awards at the College of Liberal
Artsodé Honors
The Womenoés Studies
recognize the following students for their excel-
lence:

Marisa Christensen and Melinda Guillen

Conv oc athipadpdservizen Apr i |

Kelly Gurdison, Melody Nelson, and Laura
Nickerson!
2 0 0 8Sandy Peterson and Amy Sandler com-

standing graduating senior, based on scholar-
30,

D e Qoagrattlatiesrtotyoubosh! pr oud ploet ed t he Graduate |Cert
The Womenods St udi e Studi® engatsa desenve duit congvaulationd!
like to congratulate and honor our graduating The Annual Womendsg St u

seniors: Carolyn Corona, Regina Esquivel, ceremony will be held on May 9, 2008.
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