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ñWe must continually remind students in the classroom that expression of different opinions and dissenting ideas 

affirms the intellectual process. We should forcefully explain that our role is not to teach them to think as we do 
but rather to teach them, by example, the importance of taking a stance that is rooted in rigorous engagement with 
the full range of ideas about a topic.ò ~ bell hooks, African American author, educator, feminist, and human rights 

advocate. Chronicle of Higher Education, (July 13, 1994, p. A44) 
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This past aca-

demic year has 

been the most 

exciting for 
Womenôs 

Studies in my 

six years as 

chair at 
UNLV. With 

four tenure-

track faculty 

we have of-
fered a 

broader range 

of elective 

courses, ex-

panded our programs for students and the Las 
Vegas community, and become a stronger pres-

ence on campus.  

This spring, ten students are completing 

their Praxis projects and will graduate in May, 
August, or December, our biggest number yet 

(see Praxis projects in this newsletter). We are 

presenting our Audre Lorde Award for out-

standing graduating senior to two students, 

Marisa Christensen and Melinda Guillen, 
because we find their scholarship and service 

truly excellent. Sandy Peterson (MA, Theatre) 

and Amy Sandler (PhD candidate, Educational 

Leadership) are completing Graduate Certifi-
cates. We are proud of our students and we feel 

that they have been well prepared for their fu-

tures: law school, graduate school, teaching, 

activism, working in non-profits, creating their 
own non-profits, travel, and wherever else their 

imaginations might lead them.  

During 2007 - 2008, we expanded our 

curriculum and teaching in several ways. In the 

fall, I taught the first version of Big 113, Gen-
der, Race, and Class, to over 120 students, and 

this spring Anita Revilla is doing the same. 

While I always believe small classes are prefer-

able learning environments, financial realities 
dictate otherwise. The good news is how much 

fun it has been for us to rethink the course in 

the context of a large group and to learn Power-

Point to enhance lectures with visuals. We are 

indebted to three part-time instructors for lead-
ing the discussion groups: Jan Oller, Amy 

Sandler, and Dustin Wax.  

We have five elective offerings this 

spring! S. Charusheela is teaching Rethinking 
the Global; Lynn Comella is offering Consum-

ing Pleasures; Lois Helmbold has returned to 

Controversies in Gender and Race; Anita Re-

villa is repeating her popular Chicana Femi-

nism and Experience; and Danielle Roth-

Johnson is again offering Bodies, Sex, and 

Health.  
Our Womenôs History Month series started 

with a bang: the annual Vagina Monologues 

production sold out Ham Hall! For the first 

time, there were two additional productions in 
the community, one in Spanish, which almost 

sold out two nights in a row. Janis Duncan, a 

part-time instructor, has been a major force in 

ensuring the success of the Monologues, along 
with her co-producer, Samantha Krerowicz 

(UNLV alumna, not a WS student, but weôre 

happy to claim her!).  

Cherrie Moraga, the noted playwright 

and poet, award-winning author, and Artist-in-
Residence at Stanford University Drama De-

partment, was our keynote speaker for 

Womenôs History Month. Cherrie held her au-

diences in her hands and passed on her lyrical 
and political insights, not only at her formal 

talk, but in informal talks, late-night dinner, and 

at a reading at Aztlan Books y Mas. One of 

Cherrieôs many claims to fame is her co-

editorship (with the late Gloria Anzaldúa) of 
This Bridge Called My Back: Writings by Radi-

cal Women of Color (1981), a path-breaking 

anthology, the first to do exactly what its title 

says, still in use more than twenty-five years 
after its publication.  

The Program Committee put together a 

terrific month of events, including films, panels, 

a demonstration about the Mujeres de Juarez, 
and talks by Christine Clark, Vice-President 

for Diversity and Inclusion, in our ñHow I Be-

came a Feminist" series and by Lynn Comella 

on ñWhat Women Want: Porn, Sex Toys, and 

the Making of the Womenôs Market.ò 
We also take pride in our studentsô recog-

nition by larger scholarly and activist organiza-

tions. Rachel Bovard, Xuanito Espinoza-

Cuéllar, Melinda Guillen, Kelly Gurdison, 
and Gracie Sandoval, students of Anita Re-

villa, will be presenting at the National 

Womenôs Studies Association conference in 

Cincinnati, Ohio in June, an honor for under-

graduates! Their panel is entitled ñCrossroads 
and Intersections in óSin City:ô Race, Nation, 

Sexuality, Healthcare, and Activism in Las 

Vegas.ò Amy Sandler will be presenting her 

graduate research, ñNot on My Turf: Student-
Athletesô Perceptions on Homosexuality,ò on 

another panel at NWSA. Anita Revilla also 

reports that at the summer 2008 MALCS 

(Mujeres Activas en Letras y Cambio Social) 

conference in Salt Lake City, Irina Barrera, 

Xuanito Espinoza-Cuéllar, Evelyn Flores, 

Joanna Nunez, Claudia Reyes, and Gracie 
Sandoval are likely presenters.  

Back in the fall, Womenôs Studies co-

sponsored the first national conference of the 

Joto Caucus of NACCS (National Association 
of Chicana/o Studies), ñTowards a Queer 

Homeland: Building Communities and Resist-

ing Hate,ò which brought faculty, students, and 

activists together from across the country. At 
the NACCS conference in San Antonio in 

March, Anita Revilla was honored as a 

madrina for her work, and Emmanuelle Leal 

(UNLV alum) was elected the new co-chair of 

the Joto Caucus.  
For those of you who have read this far, 

there is life after Womenôs Studies, and it relies 

on what people learned from Womenôs Studies. 

Alma Castro (WS alumna) recently called, 
enthusiastic about her job with an agency in 

Los Angeles that works with HIV-positive 

women and with AIDS-prevention for women. 

Alma had written her Praxis project on 
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By Dr. Angela Hernquist, Departments of 

Womenôs Studies and Higher Ed. Leadership 

 
On November 13, three women from the 

Middle East came together for International 

Week 2007 at UNLV and presented a panel 

discussion on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 

Sponsored by Partners for Peace, the event was 
one of fourteen stops on a nationwide tour de-

signed to galvanize awareness and support for 

peace and human rights in Israel and Palestine. 

The three women (an Israeli living in Israel, a 
Christian Palestinian living in Israel, and a 

Muslim Palestinian from Gaza) discussed the 

current state of affairs in the region and the 

rampant discrimination, oppression, and racism 

that exists.  
Hagit, an Israeli woman, was raised in a 

conservative Jewish family and completed her 

own compulsory military service in the Gaza 

Strip at the age of 18. After losing her husband 
in combat and the miscarriage of her only child, 

Hagit became withdrawn and depressed. She 

realized that she needed a purpose in life and 

founded Bridges to Peace, an organization that 

works with Israeli, Palestinian, and Muslim 
children and adults in Israel to build a culture of 

peace and to coordinate various projects and 

efforts which foster communication and build 

trust. For the last seven years, Hagit has also 
been a member of the Bereaved Families Fo-

rum which brings together Palestinians and 

Israelis who have lost family in the conflict in 

order to promote reconciliation and a political 
solution that will end the violence and further 

loss. She is a spiritual leader who believes that 

compassion and dialogue are the pathways to 

peace. 

Abir, a Christian Palestinian and citizen of 
Israel, has been active in several political 

movements, communications, and the media. 

She was nominated as one of twelve ñPeople of 

the Yearò in Israel in 2005. Abir discussed how 
Arab citizens in Israel do not have full and 

equal rights, are treated as second-class citi-

zens, and have been denied national minority 

status. She works diligently on the womenôs 
liberation movement in the region with particu-

lar attention to the status of Arab women in 

Israel. Abir highlighted the fact that there are 

both physical and psychological barriers that 

divide the people (i.e. the walls that the Israeli 
government has built around the Occupied 

Palestinian Territories), the vast majority of 

which are perpetuated and reinforced by poli-

cies and practices dictated by the Israeli gov-
ernment and military, not by a majority of the 

people. She believes that peace will only come 

when there is political, moral, social, and eco-

nomic justice for everyone. 

Wejdan is a Muslim Palestinian from 
Gaza. She received her Masterôs in Public Ad-

ministration and International Management 

from the Monterey Institute for International 

Studies in California after being awarded a 
USAID Clinton Scholarship in 2000. Wejdan is 

a human rights and womenôs rights activist who 

spoke of the dehumanization that is taking 

place in her homeland, Gaza, as a result of the 
Israeli militaryôs actions and decisions. She 

indicated that approximately 70% of the popu-

lation of Gaza lives at or below the interna-

tional poverty level of $2.00/person/day and 

discussed the impact of widespread unemploy-
ment due to border restrictions, the constraint 

and the random shut off of gas and electricity to 

the area, and from her perspective, the use of 

collective punishment of all Palestinians by the 
Israeli government for the actions of a few, 

which is in direct violation of international law. 

As evidence, she pointed to the fact that several 

people were killed this past year as a result of a 
flood of sewage which occurred because the 

Israeli government had cut off electricity to 

Gaza and the pumps could not operate. As well, 

her own sister, who is a diabetic, has had many 

serious diabetic episodes due to medication that 
was ineffective because power outages had 

affected its refrigeration and potency. Despite 

her living conditions and those of her family 

and friends, Wejdan firmly believes in equality 
and peace for all.  

Hagit, Abir, and Wejdan gave their realis-

tic and humanistic appraisals of not only the 

current state of affairs in the Middle East, but 

what steps can and should be taken to resolve 
the conflict in a manner that is just for every-

one. Their personal insights and experiences 

with life and death were reminders that the 

issues of discrimination, oppression, and racism 
are not just national; they are global. As well, 

they reminded us of the remarkable power of 

individuals to effect change and of the tremen-

dous potential of women at the forefront of 
peace. 

Women at the Forefront of Peace 

My Cups Floweth Over 

A local Las Vegas business, 

Teacup Quilts, held a contest 
for their customers in which 

quilters were challenged to 

make a 12½" square quilt 

using a specific cup-themed 

fabric that was supplied.  The 
quilts were put on display at 

Teacup Quilts during their 

ñShop Hopò that was held 

between November 8th and 
10th and the winners were 

selected by "hoppers" who 

voted during this time.  Our 

very own department chair, 
Lois Helmbold, was awarded 

third place for her beautiful, 

feminist inspired piece entitled 

ñMy Cups Floweth Over.ò  
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By Janis Duncan and Sharon Smith 

 
This year marks the tenth anniversary of 

The Vagina Monologues, and a special produc-

tion sold out at UNLVôs Artemus Ham Hall in 

the Performing Arts Center. The UNLV pro-

duction, which took place on February 29 at 7 
p.m., was produced and directed by Womenôs 

Studies faculty member Janis Duncan and 

UNLV alumna Samantha Krerowicz, both of 

whom performed monologues in the play. The 
female cast members are called ñVagina Warri-

orsò and the male volunteers are called ñBobò 

because they respect all vaginas. The spotlight 

piece this year was ñKatrina Warriors,ò in 
honor of the women who have been displaced 

by Hurricane Katrina. Womenôs Studies De-

partment Chair, Dr. Lois Helmbold, was in-

cluded  in the women reading spotlight pieces. 

More than 50 women auditioned for the 
production and 36 became ñVagina Warriors,ò 

most of whom are UNLV students. None of the 

participants are actors and they have dedicated 

a great deal of their time and effort to this pro-
duction. ñIt is truly a labor of love,ò says Dun-

can, ñwe all have to be memorized.ò 

The UNLV production raised over 

$10,000 for the Stop Abuse in the Family Envi-

ronment (SAFE) House, a non-profit, commu-
nity based organization whose mission is to 

stop abuse 

within the 

family. Part of 
the proceeds 

will also be 

used to help 

two families 
displaced by 

Hurricane 

Katrina who 

are residing in Las Vegas. 

The Vagina Monologues began on Febru-
ary 14, 1998, at the Hammerstein Ballroom in 

New York City. The play included many well-

known actors, such as Glen Close, Whoopi 

Goldberg and Shirley Knight. The sold out 

2,500 seat benefit performance raised $250,000 
for local anti-violence groups. Its purpose was 

to inform people of the negative impact of vio-

lence on an individual and the community, and 

to aid anti-violence groups in reaching their 
goal of ending violence against women.   

In honor of the tenth anniversary of The 

Vagina Monologues, a conference called ñV to 

the Tenthò will be held in New Orleans, April 
11-12, 2008. Duncan, Krerowicz and Womenôs 

Studies major Kelly Gurdison will be attending 

as College Campaign Organizers. On Saturday, 

April 12 at the New Orleans Arena, a number 

of exciting events will be held for V to the 
Tenth. There will be international performances 

of The Vagina Monologues, musical perform-

ances, and V-Day activists from around the 

world. New Orleans was chosen in order to 
honor the Katrina Warriors from this area who 

have survived much violence and hardship. The 

conference will recognize their continuing 

struggle and raise worldwide awareness of the 

issues facing these women.  
 

The cast and 

crew would like 

to thank Gay 
Sessums and 

Destiny Farr, 

without whose 

efforts the pro-
duction would 

not have been 

possible. 

The UNLV 2008 Vagina Monologues Tenth 

Anniversary Production 

Feminist Manifesta 

 

By Melinda Guillen 

 

My feminism is an intersection on the 

map of this planet. It is a lens with added tints 
from each part of my identity. A queer woman 

of color from the privileged ñfirst worldò in a 

social class that is constantly in flux ï my 

feminism lives between each letter. My femi-
nism reads between the lines. My feminism is 

a safe space in a hostile environment. My 

feminism is equal visibility. 

My feminism means not to be afraid of 
admitting privilege or ashamed of oppression ï 

it recognizes that our privileges must be under-

stood as the cause of the exploitation of others. 

They are the very tools we need to use in order 

to dismantle exploitation. Our oppressions 
must be spoken to understand the nature of 

unyielding domination. My feminism is for-

ever skeptical of ñtraditionò when ñtraditionò 

is not from my own creation and rejects all 
notions of being colorblind, model minorities, 

essentialism and tokenism. It knows the danger 

of ranking oppression as a means to justify the 

systematic disadvantage of ________.  

My oppressions come from a broken, 
quiet system, the same system that keeps my 

experiences and identity markers in the mar-

ginalized areas of society by way of nonstop 

static. That static keeps us distracted. When 
Marxism spoke of ñdivide and ruleò ï my 

feminism sung the words of Gloria, 

ñdeconstruct, construct.ò  

My feminism understands that empathy is 
not the same as charity. It will not accept a 

gendered division of life, labor or love. It is the 

voice to silenced experiences of abuse and 

rape, both my own and yours. My feminism 

experienced years of silence from rape so you 
do not have to. My feminism listens. It is the 

very mechanism that will not stop until all the 

shame, pity and stigma dissolves so that heal-

ing can begin.  
A feminist education means a critical look 

at history and the integration of marginalized 

cultures and work. My feminism is not ñmadò 

at you. It will not define you as it does me but 

it wants to understand you. It needs to under-
stand you and insists that you return the favor. 

My feminism is expression. It is the lan-

guage of art that does not rely on the validation 

of socially-constructed prestige. It is the wedge 
between love and possession, passion and 

ownership. My feminism knows no bounda-

ries. It is alive in places you wouldnôt suspect 

and in all corners of the world. It is alive in 
protests, organizing, art, film and the written 

word. It is resistance and progress. My femi-

nism is birth. 

I am a feminist because I do not see an-

other way to view the world as we know it. My 
feminist education values the work that has 

been done, seeks to uncover lost stories of the 

past and present and is committed to social 

change not just for you or me, but for all.  

ñVagina Warriorsò and ñBobs:ò the Vagina Monologues cast and crew 

Gay Sessums & Janis Duncan Sam Krerowicz & Janis Duncan   



10 

 

 

By Marisa Christensen 

Originally published in the UNLV Rebel Yell 

on February 11, 2008 
 

The word ñfeminismò means different 

things to different people. For many, its conno-

tations are far from positive. On the more nega-
tive end of the spectrum, it conjures up images 

of burning bras, hairy legs and armpits and total 

female domination. Televangelist Pat Robertson 

goes so far as to define feminism as a force that 
ñencourages women to leave their husbands, 

kill their children, practice witchcraft, destroy 

capitalism and become lesbians.ò Admittedly, 

feminism might encourage women to leave 

abusive relationships or reveal the shortcomings 
of capitalism. However, as a self-identified 

feminist, I have yet to take interest in killing 

children or becoming a witch. 

Although Robertsonôs definition is an 
extreme example of the negative attitudes di-

rected toward feminism, I am often met with a 

general sense of disapproval, amusement or 

even anger when I say I am a feminist. After 

telling someone that I am a womenôs studies 
major, Iôm usually expected to respond to ques-

tions like, ñSo do you guys just sit around and 

talk about how much you hate men?ò That is, if 

the individual even knows what womenôs stud-
ies is, which is something I have learned to not 

take for granted. 

To get a general sense of my friendsô ideas 

about feminism, I posted a bulletin on MySpace 
asking them to respond with their definition of 

feminism and possible reasons why it is per-

ceived as something negative. Their definitions 

ranged from the idea that women should have 

equal rights, to a theory that feminism is a form 
of population control. Although the first defini-

tion is closer to the truth than the second, both 

ideas are interesting ones nonetheless. Some 

people blame misconceptions of feminism on 
stupidity, ignorance or conservative agendas, 

while others maintain that it is rightly perceived 

as negative because they believe it to truly be a 

bad thing. 

Of course, there are many different types 
of feminism, ranging from radical feminists 

who are anti-pornography to pro-sex feminists 

who are porn stars. Branches of theory range 

from ecofeminism, liberal feminism, multicul-
tural feminism and dozens of other strands of 

thought. The list can go on, but the same prem-

ise generally exists at the core of all feminist 

greats: women want equality with men. 
Womenôs right to vote, access to educa-

tion, reproductive rights, the existence of rape 

laws and even the ability for women to view 

sex as pleasurable can be attributed to feminist 

efforts. Current feminist issues include topics 
such as sex workersô rights, environmental 

justice, immigration laws, childcare and every-

thing in between. 

So what is bad about feminism? Many of 
the responses to my MySpace bulletin held the 

general publicôs misconceptions. It follows, 

then, that the portrayals of feminism in the me-

dia or in popular culture are, to some extent, 
accountable for our perception of feminism 

because this is where many of the publicôs ideas 

come from. I remember that one of the first 

ñfeministsò I encountered was the overzealous 
and angry woman in the movie Legally Blonde 

who was campaigning on issues as irrelevant as 

changing the name of the winter semester to the 

ñwinter ovester.ò 
I was uninterested at first, largely because 

I thought that it was unnecessary. I truly be-

lieved that our society had reached a state of 

total and complete equality, thanks to the civil 

rights movement, which had completely de-
stroyed all forms of prejudice and discrimina-

tion decades before I was born. Inequality was a 

thing of the past, and to my mind, racism, sex-

ism and prejudice only existed in history. 
Though I am now aware of the glaring 

inequalities that are still prevalent in our sup-

posedly ñmodern, free and equal societyò of the 

United States of America, the number of people 

who remain blind to them shocks me. Gener-
ally, these people do not face discrimination, 

which means that they are generally white, 

middle to upper class, heterosexual men. Ask-

ing them about their experiences with discrimi-
nation is a little like asking a man how it feels 

to be pregnant. However, those who are least 

likely to be discriminated against often feel the 

most entitled to speak openly about it. 
For example, I recently discussed femi-

nism with someone who said that he supports 

equality, but does not feel that any groups are 

currently oppressed. According to him, any 

inequality reflected by statistics like income or 
educational attainment are purely a reflection of 

how hard an individual has worked. 

He truly believes that his life is no easier 

than anyone elseôs life. Granted, this is an indi-
vidual whose father makes upward of $500,000 

a year, who has every aspect of his college 

career financed, and has yet to take on the re-

sponsibility of supporting himself. 

He does not have to worry about racial 
discrimination and is heterosexual in a hetero-

normative society. Yet he feels entitled to deny 

the disadvantages that some groups face, even 

to the extent of saying that inequality is non-
existent. By no means am I arguing that indi-

viduals of privilege are necessarily or inher-

ently racist or sexist. However, I donôt think 

that this group should have the final word on 
inequality or the ability to define feminism. 

Though it is true that not only men are 

opposed to feminism, it is important to think 

critically about where our perceptions come 

from. Many of those who have inaccurate defi-
nitions of feminism have not taken the time to 

research it. Instead, they rely on the ideas es-

poused by the mainstream.  

Personally, I would define feminism as a 
set of beliefs critiquing the ways in which 

power is distributed in our society. It seeks to 

secure womenôs equality to men, while also 
striving for minority equality, gay rights, the 

working class, those with disabilities and other 

marginalized and oppressed groups. It asks 

questions such as, ñWho has power and who 

does not?ò and ñhow do those who have it use 
their power?ò 

It is clear that the power in our society is 

largely in the hands of a specific group of peo-

ple. For example, U.S. presidents have yet to 
deviate from the norm of white, male and het-

erosexual, among other identities. Groups in 

power have the ability to shape the publicôs 

perceptions. Feminism is no exception; it ques-
tions the uncontested power of this group, 

hence their disapproving portrayals are far from 

surprising. 

The ability to question anything that is 

considered ñfactò is inherently necessary if any 
change or social justice can be achieved. Our 

perception of the world around us is constantly 

being shaped by new revelations, which would 

be impossible without the ability to question 
what we are told. Feminism taught me that, and 

it is definitely not a bad thing. 

Misinterpreting the Movement: Misconceptions about 

feminism create a lack of understanding 

Remembering Lawrence 

King 

By Xuanito Espinoza- Cuéllar 
 

As a way of remembering Lawrence 

King, a queer student who was victim of a 

hate crime late in February, I built an Altar de 
Muerto.  Altares de Muertos represent an 

indigenous tradition of remaining in contact 

with oneôs loved ones, of providing those who 

have transcended to Mictlan with things they 
enjoyed during life such as candy, clothes, 

candles, perfumes, jewelry and other artifacts. 

Mictlan is the place of darkness and it is im-

portant to note that darkness is not considered 

to be negative in many indigenous cultures. 
By dedicating the altar to Lawrence King 

we not only remember him but also make a 

statement and take a stance against violence 

and hatred toward queer people of color.  We 
mourn and demand justice for our dead, we 

dream, hope and work towards a different 

society where gender and sexual identity do 

not have to mean death, discrimination, abuse 
or pain. 

Todo nuestro dolor, March 11, 2008  
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The Womenôs Studies 

Department continued the How 

I Became a Feminist Brown 

Bag Lecture Series with three 

special guest speakers, Susan 
Lopez-Embury, Coach Regina 

Miller, and Dr. Christine Clark. 

This series provides the oppor-

tunity for our speakers to join 
the community and discuss 

their journeys to becoming 

feminists and to share their 

ideas about what feminism is. 
 

Susan Lopez-Embury, M.Sc.: 

Sex-Worker Rights and the 

Desiree Alliance 
By Kasey OôHoro 

Susan Lopez-Embury is co-

founder and co-director of Desiree Alliance, a 

national advocacy group dedicated to sex work-

ers rights. Susan and Desiree Alliance proudly 
seek to "provide leadership and create space for 

sex workers and supporters to come together to 

advocate for human, labor and civil rights for 

all workers in the sex industry." Susan is a pas-

sionate feminist and activist.  
Susan's path to feminism followed her own 

occasionally rocky, often fun, and always inter-

esting path through life as a self-determined, 

self-identified sex worker. Through her own 
experience in the sex work industry, she saw 

first hand the inequalities and injustices that 

women face in general and that sex workers 

face in particular. Susan recognized not only a 
strong, uneducated, and unfair public reaction 

against sex work and sex workers, but also 

against female sexuality at large. As a feminist, 

she embraces her own sexuality and offers an 

open and honest evaluation of her relationship 
to sex and sex work.  

During her travels Susan learned about the 

trials and tribulations and laws and practices 

affecting sex workers the world over. Her ex-
periences and her drive influenced her decision 

to go to college and to earn her masterôs degree 

in Social Policy and Development from London 

School of Economics. Furthering her education 

allowed her to pursue her feminist and activist 
interests and goals of creating awareness and 

providing support to sex workers. Susan ada-

mantly fights for the legitimization or decrimi-

nalization of sex work and supports sex work-
ersô rights to legally and safely follow the ca-

reer path of their choice.  

You can find out more about Desiree Alliance 

at http://www.desirealliance.org/about_us.htm. 
 

Coach Regina Miller: ñI Was Born a Femi-

nistò 
By Sharon Smith 

Regina Miller, Head Coach of the UNLV 
Womenôs Basketball team, has always been a 

believer in equality regardless of race, gender, 

religion or political views. She grew up on the 

east coast in a large family. As one of few girls 
among many brothers, she was destined to be-

come a fighter. This quality has helped her 

make positive changes for the teams she has 

coached. Miller played on one of the best col-
lege basketball teams in the country at Old 

Dominion University. She remembers the insis-

tence on equality by her coach and follows this 

example in her struggles.  Playing on this team 

was a great opportunity for her and she received 
a lot of exposure. She continued to play profes-

sionally in the Womenôs Basketball League 

before moving on to coaching.   

Coach Miller does not back down. When 
she became a head coach for the first time at 28 

years old, she relocated from a large open-

minded city to a small town in Illinois. Here, 

she learned that not all geographic areas are 
equally progressive. She had the attitude that 

she could do anything and displayed this in her 

actions. She recalled an event in the beginning 

of her career when, in the middle of practice, 

the boysô basketball team came onto the courts 
and began their practice as if the womenôs team 

was not there. Shocked, Coach Miller stood her 

ground and instructed the girls not to move out 

of their way. This was a defining moment in her 
career. She fought and won many battles to gain 

equality for the women on her teams. 

Title IX has been a double-edged sword. 

On one hand, women have attained the right to 

play and coach college sports. On the other, as 
coaching opportunities in womenôs sports in-

crease, and in some cases become more lucra-

tive, they become more attractive to male 

coaches, who are making strides in taking over 
coaching womenôs teams. In addition, the play-

ers on womenôs sports teams are treated differ-

ently than male athletes.  There are differences 

in the quality of the equipment, the cost of 
clothing and gear covered by the student, and 

the amount of promotion and recognition of 

accomplishments received by the teams. For 

example, female athletes are required to pur-

chase their own sports bras, while male athletes 
are provided with jock straps. 

As the head coach of the UNLV Lady 

Rebels, Miller continues to fight and speak out 

for equality.  She is committed to diversity in 
all aspects, not just in race or gender.  She en-

ters every situation with confi-

dence and a feeling of belong-

ing, which helps her stay strong 

and resist pressure to conform.  

ñWe must fight for our rights,ò 
said Miller, ñbecause all staff 

and students should be treated 

equally.ò 

 

Dr. Christine Clark: ñMy 

Story is Yet Incompleteò 
By Gay Sessums and Sharon 

Smith 
Dr. Christine Clark is the Vice 

President for Diversity and 

Inclusion at UNLV. In discuss-

ing how she became a feminist, 

Dr. Clark said that it is not an 
easy question to answer, as her 

story is not yet complete. She feels that she has 

always been a feminist and that events in her 

life only served to reaffirm this feeling. For 
example, she was never socialized into a gender 

role as a child and was never told by her parents 

that she could not do something because she 

was a girl. 

She has always been involved in sports 
and was the first girl in her community to par-

ticipate in Little League. She continued ï and 

still continues ï playing sports, including 

weight lifting, which was taught to her by a 
woman trainer.  

As a student, she always had excellent 

teachers. She attended an all girls high school - 

entirely against her will - where she was put 
into Mrs. Boatwrightôs class.  She turned out to 

be the best teacher Dr. Clark had ever had and 

introduced her to Betty Friedmanôs The Femi-

nine Mystique. ñShe gave me a feminist voice,ò 

stated Clark.   
After graduating from Franklin & Marshall 

College, which she found very male-centered, 

she attended University of Massachusetts, Am-

herst, where she received her M.Ed. and her 
Ed.D. Her first job in multicultural curriculum 

development was under a male supervisor, 

which taught her that it is not about male or 

female, it is about who supports and nurtures 

your development.  
Dr. Clark has fought personal battles along 

the way as well. As a formerly battered woman, 

she hopes to help dispel the myth that a woman 

can be too smart to put herself in such a posi-
tion.  She was also anorexic in high school and 

came to understand fat as a feminist issue, mak-

ing peace with her appearance.  She now under-

stands that beauty standards are not static and 
what is considered beautiful may differ among 

different people. 

To Dr. Clark, feminism is ña political un-

derstanding of how women are disadvantaged 

by sexism, patriarchy, and paternalism, and that 
violence against women comes out of these.ò 

She believes that being a feminist is intention-

ally behaving in a way that challenges these 

constraints, even if it means risking something 
personally. 

How I Became a Feminist... 

Amy Sandler, Anita Revilla, Regina Miller, Lois Helmbold, Lynn Comella, 

Sharon Smith, and Gay Sessums 
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The Womenôs 

Studies Department at 
UNLV has doubled in 

size this year with four 

full time faculty, in-

cluding veterans Lois 

Helmbold, Ph.D., de-
partment chair and full 

professor, and Anita 

Revilla, Ph.D., assistant 

professor, and new faculty S. Charusheela, 
Ph.D., associate professor, and Lynn Comella, 

Ph.D., assistant professor.  Womenôs Studies 

113, Gender, Race and Class is our most popu-

lar course with 34 sections being taught this 
spring. 

Dr. S. Charusheela (above) will serve as 

the interim chair of the Womenôs Studies De-

partment during the 2008-2009 academic year. 

Our Faculty & Staff 

Some of the Womenôs Studies faculty and staff from left: Jeannine Talar, Jan Oller, Sharon Hughes-

Edwards, Damon Lasiter, Lois Helmbold, Lynn Comella, Sharon Smith, Gay Sessums, Janis Duncan, Anita 

Revilla, and Amy Sandler. 

Gay Sessums Destiny Farr 

The department staff includes Gay Ses-

sums, Administrative Assistant, and Destiny 
Farr, Student Assistant.    

Gay Sessums joined the Womenôs Studies 

Department as the Administrative Assistant in 

August 2004. She received her BA in Philoso-

phy from UNLV and is currently working to-
ward a graduate certificate in Womenôs Studies.  

Her interests include the production and mainte-

nance of gender as a social construct that in-

forms social inequalities and ultimately vio-

lence. 

Destiny Farr joined the Womenôs Studies 
Department as a Student Assistant for the 2007-

2008 school year. Destiny is a sophomore at 

UNLV, majoring in Criminal Justice with a 

minor in Women's Studies. She is interested in 

research about women as workers, offenders, 
and victims in the criminal justice system. She is 

currently the Vice President of the Young De-

mocrats of UNLV and the Southern Field Coor-

dinator for the Young Democrats of Nevada. 

Meet the 2007-2008 Womenôs Studies Graduate Assistants 
During the fall semester of 2007 Kasey 

OôHoro and Jessica Kruse acted as Graduate 
Assistants for the Womenôs Studies Depart-

ment.    

 

Kasey O'Horo was a graduate assistant 

during the 2006-2007 academic year and for the 
fall semester of 2007.  

Kasey is a Graduate Cer-

tificate student in the 

Women's Studies Depart-
ment and a master's stu-

dent in the Anthropology 

and Ethnic Studies De-

partment.  Her academic 
interests include Cypriot 

and Near Eastern archae-

ology, the examination and analysis of chipped 

stone assemblages from archaeological and 

experimental contexts, as well as the study of 
gender and class issues in prehistory, particu-

larly pertaining to the division of labor. 

Jessica Kruse is complet-

ing her MFA in Creative 
Writing through the De-

partment of English. Her 

thesis, ñBuilding the Ark,ò 

is a manuscript of poetry 

focusing on the physical 
and emotional aspects of 

displacement as a female 

writer and traveler. Much of her work is influ-

enced by time spent outside of the United 
States, including time spent living in South 

Africa and the Netherlands, as well as journeys 

through Australia, New Zealand and Europe. A 

poet, translator and journalist, Jessicaôs writing 
has been published both nationally and locally, 

in the form of poetry, essays, reviews, inter-

views and articles. She is currently taking 

classes toward a Graduate Certificate in 

Womenôs Studies and plans to pursue a doctoral 
degree in literature and creative writing. 

 

Sharon Smith and Damon Lasiter joined 

the Womenôs Studies Department as Graduate 
Assistants for the spring 2008 semester.  

 
Sharon Smith is a graduate 

assistant in the Womenôs 

Studies Department and a 
masterôs student in the An-

thropology and Ethnic Stud-

ies Department. Her focus is 

physical anthropology and 
her academic interests in-

clude human osteology and 

human paleontology. 

  
Damon Lasiter comes to us from the An-

thropology and Ethnic Studies Department, 

where he is pursuing his MA in linguistic an-

thropology. His research 

interests are broad, as he 
has been involved in under-

water archaeological sur-

veys and artifact process-

ing, cognitive linguistics 
and cross-linguistic inter-

ference, and is now inter-

ested in language ideolo-

gies among ESL learners. 

Congratulations to Student Assistant Destiny Farr! 

Destiny was awarded a $1000 scholarship for her essay about Black History Month. She received 
the award from the Office of the Vice President for Diversity and Inclusion and was invited to the 

2008 Black History Month Breakfast.  

Our Administrative Staff 
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Message from the Chair 
continued  from page 1 
 

women-centered non-profits in Las Vegas. 

Belen Pena, AA in 2002 - 2003, also called, 

completing her fifth year of teaching in Clark 
County School District, and reported that she 

had exchanged her Peruvian for United States 

citizenship. These connections we have forged 

do not die! 

Lots of Womenôs Studies work goes on 
behind the scenes and we rely on many people 

outside our department for helping to make us 

successful. On the Steering Committee, our 

policy body, Barb Brents (Sociology), Cheryl 
Bowles (Nursing), Joan Howarth (Law), and 

Martha Watson (Dean of the College of Urban 

Affairs) join the four faculty. On our Personnel 

Committee, Barb Brents (Sociology), Helen 
Harper (Curriculum and Instruction), and El-

speth Whitney (History) served with S. Cha-

rusheela, who chaired the committee. Charu 

also chaired the Curriculum Committee, which 

includes Suzanne Becker (Graduate Certificate 
and Sociology), Elspeth Whitney (History), 

Melinda Guillen, as well as the faculty. Anita 

Revilla continued to lead our Program Commit-

tee, which also included Elaina Battacharaya 
(Office of Vice-President for Diversity), Lynn 

Comella, Melinda Guillen (undergrad major), 

and Sharon Smith (GA; MA student, Anthro-

pology).  

The Womenôs Studies Department relies 
on our part-time instructors: Janis Duncan, 

Colleen Hall-Patton, Angela Hernquist, 

Sharon Hughes-Edwards, Peter Kim, Jan 

Oller, Amy Sandler, Shelley Sendak, Dawn 

Starrett, Jeannine Talar, Dustin Wax, Maria 
Williams, and Rebecca Zisch. We have had 
the good fortune to have Danielle Roth-

Johnson as a Visiting Assistant Professor again 

this year. Two sets of Graduate Assistants 

worked in the department; Jessica Kruse 

(MFA candidate, English) and Kasey OôHoro 
(Grad Certificate student and MA candidate, 

Anthropology) in the fall, and Damon Lasiter 

(MA candidate, Anthropology) and Sharon 

Smith (MA candidate, Anthropology) this 
spring. We especially recognize Sharon and 

Damon for putting together this newsletter on 

short notice. 

Without Gay Sessums, our administrative 
assistant, the department would be a far differ-

ent place. Gay joined our Graduate Certificate 

Program a few years ago, reflecting her sub-

stantial intellect as well as her organizational 

skills. She continues to organize our Womenôs 
History Month yard sale and to be the depart-

mentôs voice in her Quotes of the Day on 

UNLV Info (the universityôs electronic infor-

mation system) during Womenôs History 
Month. Destiny Farr, our student assistant, 

comes to us from New Orleans, and has rapidly 

integrated herself into UNLV activism. Vice-

president of the UNLV Young Democrats, Des-

tiny is a Criminal Justice major and Womenôs 
Studies minor. 

The summer of 2008 will bring major 

changes to Womenôs Studies. We will move to 

Harter Classroom Building Complex, leaving 
behind our wonderful, but isolated, home. Be-

sides being more centrally located, we will be 

in a building named for a woman! The new 

Multicultural Center will take over Houssels 
House. Lois Helmbold (thatôs me!) has been 

awarded a sabbatical for 2008 - 2009 and S. 

Charusheela will become interim chair. Two 
of our most vital behind-the-scenes members, 

Dean of Urban Affairs Martha Watson and 

former Academic Dean of the Law School Joan 

Howarth are leaving their positions at UNLV. 

Both contributed six years of advice, insights, 
and good politics to our Steering Committee. 

Martha returns to being a student, exemplifying 

education as a lifelong undertaking, and Joan 

will become the Dean of the Law School at 
Michigan State University. Saying good-bye is 

easier when you know the new paths your 

friends are taking move them in directions they 

want to go.  
During 2008 - 2009, I plan to live in the 

Bay Area and return to a monogamous relation-

ship with my computer, doing scholarly, rather 

than bureaucratic, writing. I will complete my 

languishing manuscript, Making Choices, Mak-
ing Do: Survival Strategies of Black and White 

Working Class Women during the Great De-

pression and move on to research for my next 

book project, about mental retardation, family, 
and women caretakers. I hope to throw in trips 

to Japan and Peru, make dozens of quilts, prac-

tice martial arts consistently, and be able to 

walk twelve months a year.  

Finally, this article makes clear that 
Womenôs Studies is rich in human resources. 

But remember, financially speaking, we are the 

poorest department in the poorest college at 

UNLV. We need your support. Whether you 
contribute used goods for our annual yard sale, 

your efforts in publicizing the department, or 

cold, hard cash, your connections to Womenôs 

Studies always make us stronger.  

By Evelyn Flores-Rangel,  

Womenôs Studies Research Assistant 
 

Cherr²e Moragaôs visit to UNLV has been 

described by many who attended the Womenôs 

History Month keynote address as one of the 

most rewarding experiences on this campus. 
She shared her story, wisdom and vision for a 

feminist world. Her visit began with a dialogue 

amongst Womenôs Studies students, faculty, 

and staff where she opened her corazón (heart), 
answered questions, and pushed us to think 

outside our boundaries. She has been doing this 

for decades with a lifetime trajectory as an ac-

tivist, social critic, poet, playwright, and 
teacher. She has consistently and perilously 

defied society through her courage, feminist 

vision, and creative imagination.   

More precisely, Moraga was one of the 

first Chicanas to publish about sexuality, spiri-
tuality, patriarchy, sexism, and feminism at a 

time when it was dangerous to do so. She con-

tinues on this path. In 2003 she critiqued the 

invasion of Iraq and accurately predicted the 
devastating outcomes of the war. When asked 

about her visionary stance on 9/11 and the 

ramifications the invasion of Iraq would have 

on the world, she responded that her job as a 

writer is to anticipate what might happen and to 

tell the world.    

One of the most powerful moments Cher-
ríe shared was when she revealed the power 

that feminism has had in her life. She credited 

feminismôs philosophy of ñthe personal is the 

politicalò as helping her come to terms with her 
sexuality. Before she grew into this conscious-

ness, she stated ñI was a broken person,ò but 

through this self-discovery and transformation, 

she built herself whole again. She then articu-

lated the right of every person to define femi-
nism and the power of language to define and 

construct reality. She uses language to make 

people uncomfortable in an attempt to push 

them to a new level of consciousness. She pri-

marily addressed the importance of living 
through memory and writing to remember for 

the Latino/a and Chicano/a community.   

Cherr²e is currently working with ñLa Red 

Chicana/Indigena,ò a transnational organization 
dedicated to countering the displacement of 

indigenous people as a result of globalization. 

They are currently working with Flor, an in-

digenous migrant who is in sanctuary in Chi-
cago (in the same church that gave a year long 

sanctuary to human/migrant rights activist 

Elvira Arellano). During her keynote address, 

she read from her most recent work, ñChicana/

Indigena Codex of Changing Consciousness: 
The Right to Remember,ò where she discussed 

the importance of ñsearching for our roots.ò She 

reiterated that our feminist and indigenous vi-

sions should include cultural autonomy and a 
pro-literate oppositional consciousness. Ulti-

mately, she believes that if we abide by this 

vision, we will find our way home.  

The Creative Imagination of Cherríe Moraga 

Cherríe Moraga (center) with UNLV staff and 

students at a reading and book signing at Chi-
cano bookstore, Áztlan Books y Mas 



8 

 

By Eddy F. Alvarez, UCSB 

Co-chair of NACCS Joto Caucus 

 
On November 9th and10th, University of 

Nevada, Las Vegas hosted the first ever Na-

tional Association for Chicana and Chicano 

Studies (NACCS) Joto Caucus conference. The 

event, entitled ñTowards a Queer Homeland: 

Bridging Communities and Resisting Hate,ò 
was co-sponsored by the Womenôs Studies 

Department at UNLV and MEChA de UNLV, 

bringing together over one hundred undergradu-

ates, graduate students, faculty, activists and 

artists and performers from California, Illinois, 
Nevada, Oregon and Texas, among other 

places. These ñXueeristas,ò as Xuanito 

Espinoza Cuellar from UNLV would probably 

refer to the raza present at the conference, cele-
brated joteria through scholarship, dialogue and 

artistry, demonstrating what for many was a 

true community building effort and a site of 

empowerment for the queer Chicana/o and 
Latina/o community. 

The panels, workshops and performances 

included, but were not limited to, topics ranging 

from education, health, transnationalism, joteria 

epistemologies and theory, space and cultural 

production. As most would agree, this confer-

ence served as a site where notions of identity, 
culture, immigration, racism, and homophobia y 

muchos mas [and so much more] were engaged 

as we theorized on the concept of a ñqueer 

homelandò and where we must go from here. In 

speaking about his experience, Andrew Guillen, 
a member of MEChA and an undergraduate 

student from Cal State Los Angeles, made ref-

erence to the Chicana/o Movement, saying 

ñWhen we have conferences like this one, we 
can absolutely influence young people to be-

come writers, scholars, artists and much more, 

just as the Chicano Youth Conference in Den-

ver of 1967 did for their generation.ò For An-
drew and others, ñQueer Aztlanò unfolded that 

weekend in the bright lights of ñSin City,ò in 

the ñCasitaò at Womenôs Studies, the class-

rooms of UNLV and the dance floor of El 

Backdoor.  

Queer Conference participants 

bell hooks 
ñReturn to the Landò 
By Xuanito Espinoza-Cuéllar 

 

On November 1, 2007 bell hooks gave a 

talk about ña culture of placeò during which she 

spoke about her experience as a Black woman 
migrating back to the south, as well as theo-

rized the importance of finding oneôs own con-

nections to the land. She emphasized the impor-

tance of speaking about the Black experience 
from a different point of view, as sociologists 

have often undermined the rural Black experi-

ence by presenting the urban Black experience 

as the main component of Black identity.  
hooks also spoke of the return migration 

that is occurring from the west coast to the 

south, especially by older black women ñin 

search of certain kinds of values that reflect 

their lives.ò She discussed the relationship be-

tween Black people and working class white 
people, including the way that attitudes toward 

poor whites reflect and recreate white suprema-

cist constructions and ideas. In addition, many 

of the stereotypes placed on poor white people 

are the same as those used against Black peo-
ple. This, then, becomes a reflection of the 

internalized racism that black communities face 

as a result of white colonization and slavery. 

She continued with a discussion about the eco-
nomic displacement of blacks and explained 

what it was like to live in a socially segregated 

world. 

From a personal perspective, I was par-
ticularly touched when hooks responded to the 

question of immigration and the denial of rights 

to undocumented people in the United States. 

She replied that the way they are treated is a 

new ñplantation cultureò that is growing 
amongst us everywhere as a new form of slav-

ery. She emphasized the importance of educat-

ing ourselves across cultural boundaries in 

order to end xenophobia and racism, which are 
caused by white supremacy.  

As a Womenôs Studies major and UNLV 

student, I was honored to have the opportunity 

to meet and learn from one of the worldôs most 

amazing scholars. I wish this opportunity were 
possible more often. 

Feminists are Funny! 
By Melinda Guillen 

 

Itôs true. Feminists can be and often are 

funny. This was proven back in February with 

UNLVôs first visit by the radical feminist per-
formance artists/activists, The Guerrilla Girls 

on Tour.  

Members of the original Guerrilla Girls from 

New York City started the group in 2001. Since 
then, they have toured around the world, hold-

ing workshops and performances addressing 

issues concerning female artistsô visibility and 

discrimination within theatre, and equal rights 

of women, people of color and the LGBT com-

munity. By wearing guerrilla masks and assum-
ing the names of dead female artists, the GGOT 

keep the focus on the issues at hand while si-

multaneously acquainting the audience with a 

female artist. However, they do recognize how 

unfortunate it is that in order to be given legiti-
macy as female artist-activists, they must con-

ceal their identities.  

Through the efforts of a group of UNLV 

students and with the help of the Jean Nidetch 
Womenôs Center and the Nevada Coalition 

Against Sexual Violence, on February 13, 2008 

the GGOT held a workshop in the Student Un-

ion entitled ñFrom Attitude to Activismò that 
focused on creating effective poster campaigns 

in a collective group. Issues of body images, 

im/migrant rights, sex workersô rights, genocide 

and many others were transformed from just 

ideas into attention grabbing posters. The work-
shop focused on how accessible these forms of 

activism truly are and highlighted the capabili-

ties within us all to participate in various forms 

of activism.  
On February 14, the GGOT performed in the 

Student Union theatre. The performance began 

with an introduction to the GGOT and their 

work, accompanied by projected video and still 
images as well as a plethora of props, and was 

preceded by their piece ñSilence is Violenceò 

which focused on forms of sexual violence, 

particularly date/peer rape, offering the audi-

ence various methods of protection in situations 
conducive to date/peer rape. One of the most 

effective elements of the GGOT is their infu-

sion of humor in spreading awareness of gender 

and social inequality and sexual violence.  
After the performances, the GGOT, still in 

masks, joined a handful of students, professors 

and community members at the same bar where 

the initial idea to bring them to UNLV surfaced, 
for an honorary GGOT Feminist Drinking Club. 

The success of the GGOT events and organiz-

ing efforts to bring them to UNLV reminds me 

of Margaret Meadôs quote, ñNever doubt that a 

small group of thoughtful, committed citizens 
can change the world. Indeed, it's the only thing 

that ever has.ò Perhaps we didnôt change the 

world but we did create a space for people to 

interact and engage in a form of feminist activ-
ism at UNLV.  Not bad, Iôd say.  

UNLV Queer Conference 

UNLV students with bell hooks 

UNLV students with the GGOT 
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I didnôt know what to 

expect from Las Vegas 

before I moved here. I 

had spent the better part 

of a decade living in 
small, picturesque col-

lege towns in the 

Northeast and the Mid-

westðNorthampton, 
Massachusetts and 

Bloomington, Indiana, 

respectively. These 

were places known for their independent coffee 
shops, collectively run bookstores, and weekly 

farmersô markets showcasing local organic 

produce. What I knew about Las Vegasðlike 

most people who donôt live hereðwas primar-

ily what I had gleaned from pop culture staples 
such as CSI, MTV, and TMZ.com. I have been 

pleasantly surprised, however, by how smooth 

the transition has been and how quickly I have 

taken to Vegasô unique blend of strangeness 
and possibility. 

My academic background is deeply inter-

disciplinary, which is something that serves me 

well in the field of womenôs studies. I earned a 

Ph.D. in Communication at the University of 
Massachusetts, Amherst and a M.A in Gender 

Studies and Feminist Theory from the New 

School for Social Research. I also hold a B.A. 

in Psychology with minors in Anthropology 
and Womenôs Studies from Penn State Univer-

sity. Prior to coming to UNLV I taught for two 

years in the Gender Studies Department at Indi-

ana University. One of my favorite things about 
being at Indiana was that my office sat in the 

shadow of the world-renowned Kinsey Insti-

tute. Now, my office sits in the shadow of the 

MGM Grand and the Luxor. Talk about con-

trasts! 

UNLVôs Womenôs Studies Department is 

a lively and exciting place to be. I have been 

warmly welcomed by my colleagues in the 
department and across the university, and have 

enjoyed the process of getting to know my stu-

dents, who are very bright and engaged. The 

nicest change for me coming from a large uni-
versity like Indiana is class size.  At Indiana I 

routinely taught classes with anywhere from 60 

to 95 students. At UNLV, my womenôs studies 

classes average 15 students. The difference for 
me as a teacher couldnôt be more strikingðor 

more enjoyable.  

Vegas is a fascinating place to be a 

womenôs studies professor. While many people 

are quick to dismiss Vegas as a place of fleeting 
pleasures rather than intellectual substance, 

tourist-oriented diversions rather than local 

culture, and female objectification rather than 

empowerment, I find myself drawn to the vari-
ous contradictions that are central to Vegasô 

complicated commercial and cultural identity. 

Vegas is not one thing, it is many things rolled 

into a bundle of competing messages and pleas-

ures, which makes it an incredibly interesting 
and captivating place to live and work.  

As someone who studies popular culture 

and the sex industry, it is difficult to imagine 

living in a place more ideally suited to my re-
search interests than Las Vegas. Research op-

portunities abound. In January, for example, I 

conducted research at the AVN Adult Enter-

tainment Expo, the largest adult entertainment 
trade show in the world which takes place an-

nually in Vegas. For four days I attended trade 

seminars, talked to industry insiders, tracked 

industry trends, and observed the cultural scene 

swirling around me. And every night I returned 

home to sleep in my own bed. How great is 

that? 

I am currently completing a book on the 
history of women-owned and oriented sex toy 

businesses in the United States, a project that is 

under contract with Duke University Press. 

Tentatively titled Selling Sexual Liberation, the 
book details how, over the course of the past 

thirty years, feminist entrepreneurs have used 

the marketplace as a vehicle for advancing the 

goals of sexual education and liberation and the 
subsequent challenges that have arisen from 

practicing feminist and queer politics through 

the market. The book traces the evolution and 

circulation of the Good Vibrations ñmodelò of 

sex toy retailingða ñtasteful, educationally-
oriented and quasi-therapeutic approach to sell-

ing sex toys and talking about sexòðthat has 

been adopted by a number of women-run sex 

toy businesses across the country, such as Ba-
beland in Seattle, New York City, and Los An-

geles, Early to Bed in Chicago, Smitten Kitten 

in Minneapolis, and Sugar in Baltimore, among 

others. Good Vibrations and its sister stores, I 

argue, have brought new voices, values, and 
forms of sexual knowledge to the market-

placeðthose of straight women, lesbians, trans-

people, and queers of all stripesðwhich has not 

only changed the sex industry but the culture at 
large.  

 It is incredibly exciting to be part of a 

growing department at a university located in 

one of the most culturally fascinating cities in 
the world, and I am looking forward to explor-

ing the various opportunities that both UNLV 

and Las Vegas bring my way.  

Introducing Dr. Lynn Comella 

By Sharon Smith 

 

In addition to instruction, the Womenôs Stud-

ies faculty work hard on academic research. Many 

of our faculty have published this research in 

journals and presented at conferences during 2007 

- 2008. 

Dr. S. Charusheela published ñThe Diaspora 

at Home,ò in Cultural Dynamics, and ñGender and 

the Stability of Consumption: A Feminist Contri-
bution to Post Keynesian Economics,ò in the 

Cambridge Journal of Economics. She also par-

ticipated in a round table entitled ñShe Said, He 

Said, They Said: Representing Commercial Sex in 

the Media.ò Dr. Charusheela presented her re-

search at the South Asian Feminist preconference, 

the International Studies Association annual con-

vention, and will be presenting at The Body in 

South Asian Contexts, 25th Annual Spring Sympo-

sium of the Center for South Asian Studies, at the 

Seminar for the Cultural Studies Association, US, 

annual meeting, and will also do a special presen-

tation on postcolonial feminist economics for 

graduate students in heterodox economics at the 

University of Missouri, Kansas City. 

Dr. Lynn Comella organized and moderated 

a roundtable discussion as part of the Far West 

Popular Culture Association meeting in January 

2008 entitled ñShe Said, He Said, They Said:  

Representing Commercial Sex in the Media.ò She 

presented a paper at the Society for Cinema and 

Media Studies conference and was invited to be a 

guest speaker in a graduate seminar at the Annen-

berg School of Communication at University of 

Pennsylvania where she discussed participant 

observation research and the sex industry. She 

delivered a talk at the Center for Sex & Culture in 
San Francisco, and gave a public lecture at UNLV 

as part of Womenôs History Month. She will pre-

sent a paper at Console-ing Passions, an interna-

tional feminist conference on television, audio, 

new media, and video. 

Dr. Anita Tijerina Revilla published an arti-

cle in Gender on the Borderlands: the Frontiers 

Reader and a book review in Chicana/Latina 

Studies: The Journal of Mujeres Activas en Letras 

y Cambio Social, and co-authored a manuscript, 

Both Sides Now: the Stories of Desegregationôs 

Graduates. She is co-editing a book, Marching 

Students: Chicana/o identity and the Politics of 

Education 1968 and the Present, and working on 

her manuscript entitled, Raza Womyn Re-

constructing Revolution Exploring the Intersection 

of Race, Class, Gender and Sexuality in the Lives 

of Chicana/Latina Student Activists. She presented 

her research at the NACCS, NWSA, and Mujeres 

Activas en Letras y Cambio Social, and helped 

organize the national conference ñToward a Queer 

Homeland: Bridging Communities and Resisting 

Hateò on November 10-11, 2007. 

Visiting Professor Danielle-Roth Johnson co-

authored an article with John Tuman and Ayoub 

Ayoub entitled "The Effects of Education on Fer-

tility in Colombia and Peru:  Implications for 
Health and Family Planning Policies,ò which has 

been accepted for publication in the journal 

Global Health Governance. 

Sandy Peterson will present her pa-

per entitled "Gender and Nation in Shakespeare's 

Coriolanus" at The BritGrad Shakespeare Confer-

ence in June in Stratford-upon-Avon, England. 

Amy Sandler will present her paper ñJust Not 

on My Turf: Student-Athletes Perceptions of Ho-

mosexualityò at the 29th annual National Womenôs 

Studies Association (NWSA) conference June 19 - 

22, 2008 in Cincinnati, Ohio. The theme of the 

conference is ñResisting Hegemonies: Race and 

Sexual Politics in Nation, Region, Empire.ò There 

will be research presentations and special events 

such as a Critical Issues Session and a panel in-

cluding a tribute to black feminist thought. 

Womenôs Studies Presentations and Publications  
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By Lynn Comella 
 

Feminist Praxis is the capstone course for 

womenôs studies majors and minors.   The class 

is designed to highlight the practical application 

of feminist theory, principles, and research 
methods.  At its core, the course provides stu-

dents with the opportunity to execute an origi-

nal research project, the results of which they 

present at a public forum at the end of the se-
mester.   

Writing as a form of social activism in-

formed a number of class readings, discussions, 

and assignments this semester.  For example, 

students read the book Baghdad Burning:  Girl 
Blog from Iraq in order to think about the gen-

dered dimensions of war and blogging as a 

form of feminist writing.  We also discussed the 

role that the public intellectual plays in inter-
vening into public debates and discussions, and 

explored how students could use different 

forms of media to get feminist messages out 

into the world.  As a practical application of 
this, students were asked to write op-ed pieces 

about either their research or another feminist 

issue of interest.  Inspired by these conversa-

tions, one student, Marisa Christensen, began 

writing for the Rebel Yell, bringing a much 
needed feminist perspective to the UNLV stu-

dent newspaper and exemplifying, in the proc-

ess, the idea of feminist praxis. 

Praxis students conceived of and executed 
highly original research projects this semester.  

Their research addressed a range of timely is-
sues, from hip hop feminism, midwifery, home-

less teens, sex worker blogs, and teen parenting 

to art therapy, domestic violence services in Las 

Vegas, the impact of fertility treatments on 

couples, hate crimes, and the representation of 
Asian Americans in the media.  Students con-

ducted interviews, designed surveys, engaged in 

participant observation research, and closely 

examined texts of various kinds, including tele-
vision shows, music videos, newspaper articles 

and legal cases.  As the abstracts below suggest, 

their research projects are as conceptually so-

phisticated as they are timely and compelling.  

 
The Spring 2008 Praxis course was taught 

by Dr. Lynn Comella. 

 

Logging On, Speaking Out: Sex Workers, 
Blogs, and Activism 
Marisa Christensen, Womenôs Studies  

Dozens of blogs written by sex workers 

have appeared on the internet in recent years, 
giving these women a voice with which to de-

scribe and define their experiences as sex work-

ers. This project examines these blogs, asking 

questions such as, what current issues in the sex 

industry do these women find important?  Do 
these blogs constitute a form of activism? In 

what ways do new media and blogs in particu-

lar give voice to sex workers?  Through a femi-

nist analysis, my research makes connections 
between the internet and activism (in particular, 

writing and activism) from the perspective of 
sex workersô rights. 

 

"Street Teens": Investigating Homeless Youth 

in Las Vegas 
Carolyn Corona, Womenôs Studies with a 
Minor in Sociology 

Beyond the glittering lights and colossal-

size buildings of Las Vegas exists a community 

of young teens who have found comfort and 
families on the streets. Local organizations such 

as Street Teens offer a safe place for homeless 

teens to eat, shower, and rest. My research fo-

cuses on this particular not-for-profit group. I 

use a combination of participant observation 
and interviews, combined with the review of 

current literature and empirical data, to decon-

struct current notions surrounding homeless 

teens. I use a feminist lens to understand the 
gendered differences among homeless teens 

here in Las Vegas. I want to offer documenta-

tion of the experiences and stories of these 

young people. My hope is that this research will 
yield useful information for organizations such 

as Street Teens that provide services to the 

homeless youth population. 

 

Media, Money, and Asian Americans: Analyz-
ing Media Portrayals of Asian Americans and 

the Untapped Market of Asian American Con-

sumers 
Cam-tu Dang, Womenôs Studies  

Scholars have noted the influence media 

Graduating Seniors & Feminist Praxis Projects Spring 2008  

2008 Praxis Students From left: Back row: Danielle Tucker, Laura Nickerson, Melody Nelson; Middle row: Regina Esquival, Kelly Gurdi-

son, Marisa Christensen; Front row: Melinda Guillen, Carolyn Corona, Cam-tu Dang. Missing from photograph: Stacey Magidson  
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has on racial, gender, sexuality, and class per-

ceptions. The media, particularly television, has 
the ability to shape and broadcast images, and 

influence pubic attitudes and behaviors. In this 

project, I examine the paradox of why existing 

media continues to perpetuate stereotypes of 

Asian Americans when they could be catering 
to and ñcashing inò on Americaôs highest-

earning subgroup. To explore this paradox, I 

use textual analysis, survey methods, and inter-

views to learn more about Asian Americansô 
purchasing habits and media consumption prac-

tices in the hope of better understanding why 

Asian Americans havenôt been targeted as a 

niche market in the way other historically under
-represented groups have been.  

 

Las Vegas Teen Parents: Examining Gender 

Roles in Teen Pregnancy 
Regina Esquival, Womenôs Studies & Social 
Work 

This research examines the role that gen-

der differences play in shaping the experiences 

of teen pregnancy in Las Vegas. How do teens, 
both male and female, adapt to this change in 

their lives? What are the social expectations of 

teen fathers? Much has been documented re-

garding teen pregnancy and teen pregnancy 

prevention, but little is known about the gender 
differences and the lived experiences of teen 

parents. I will address this gap in the literature 

by exploring if and how the experiences and 

social expectations of teen fathers differ from 
teen mothers. I am interviewing young adult 

men and women who are currently dealing 

with, or who have dealt with, teen pregnancy in 

order to analyze their gendered experiences.  
 

Painting Through Pain: Exploring Art Ther-

apy with Children in Las Vegas Violence Shel-

ters 
Melinda Guillen, Womenôs Studies & Sociol-
ogy 

Art therapy is a growing field of counsel-

ing in professional, social, and psychological 

circles. Locally, Las Vegasô violence shelters 
utilize art therapy in the treatment and assess-

ment of sexually abused and battered children. 

This study explores the use of art therapy in 

violence shelters. As the cycle of violence con-

tinues to be a feminist concern, this study ad-
dresses the following questions: In what ways 

are art therapy projects with children in Las 

Vegas shelters developed and interpreted? Is art 

therapy a form of social activism? Does art 
therapy contribute to the feminist intervention 

against violence in Western culture? By using a 

combination of research methods, including 

analysis of existing art therapy literature, inter-

views with counselors in the violence shelter 

community and on-site field observation, this 
study aims to gain a better understanding of art 

therapyôs place in violence counseling as a 

growing alternative to traditional counseling 

methods and to explore its relationship to femi-

nism. 

 

The Law of Labor: Negotiating the Legal 

Status of Midwifery in Nevada 
Kelly Gurdison, Womenôs Studies & Nursing 

Within the current obstetrician-based inter-

ventionist model of childbirth in America exists 

a lesser known, but no less significant, alterna-

tive ï midwifery. By current Nevada statutes, 
the only legally recognized and regulated group 

within this subgroup are nurse-midwives who 

practice exclusively in the hospital setting. My 

project examines the professionalization of 

midwifery as defined by Nevada laws and pol-
icy. Through the examination of archival and 

historical records such as the Nevada Revised 

Statutes and legal decisions, and by conducting 

interviews with local practicing midwives, I 
explore how legal policy affects both practicing 

midwives and their clients.  In addition, I dis-

cuss what, if any, policy changes should be 

implemented. Ultimately, I desire to see a more 

comprehensive model for health care available 
to childbearing women, and the reemergence of 

midwifery as a viable profession. 

 

Should We or Shouldnôt We?: The Impact of 
Fertility Treatment on Couples 
Stacey Magidson, Womenôs Studies 

Fertility treatments are becoming increas-

ingly more common.  Research suggests that 
over a lifetime 20% of couples will go through 

some kind of fertility treatment. These treat-

ments range from oral medications and artificial 

insemination to in vitro fertilization. Some cou-

ples feel this is their only option to help achieve 
their goal of having children. My research ex-

plores the impact that fertility treatments have 

on couples.  Is this impact emotional, financial, 

sexual, or something else entirely?  I use oral 
histories and interviews with couples dealing 

with fertility issues to examine this issue.  I also 

include historical data for background informa-

tion on fertility treatment. My hope is that my 

findings will help other couples who are on the 
fence about fertility treatment decide if this is 

something they want to pursue.  

 

Resisting the Attack:  Young Black Americaôs 
Response to Hate Crimes in America with an 

Emphasis on the Jena 6 
Melody Nelson, Womenôs Studies 

This project utilizes black feminist per-

spectives to examine the treatment of African 

Americans, specifically focusing on the Jena 6 
case of 2007. I chose the Jena 6 case because it 

has present day implications and a correlation 

with the ghosts of racism past. I focus my in-

vestigation on the dynamic issues of race in 

contemporary America. I also look at how this 
specific case galvanized a generation of young, 

black, grassroots activists. My research utilizes 

critical race theory, an analysis of news report-

ing of the case, and other scholarly and popular 
articles to examine this topic.  

 

Domestic Violence:  An Evaluation of Shelter 

and Hotline Programs in Las Vegas 
Laura Nickerson, Criminal Justice with a 

Womenôs Studies Minor 

 As  the population of Nevada continues to 

climb, so do the stateôs domestic violence rates. 

According to the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion's unpublished Supplementary Homicide 

Report, Nevada ranks third in the United States 

in deaths caused by domestic violence. This 

statistic has motivated me to explore the pro-
grams that are available to women in violent 

relationships. My research questions include the 

following: Are there sufficient programs avail-

able for women seeking to leave an abusive 

relationship?  If so, are these programs accessi-
ble? What are the types of programs offered?  I 

am conducting interviews with directors and 

staff at local shelters in order to examine the 

existing programs. By gaining a better under-
standing of the types of services that are avail-

able to women, I want to establish whether it is 

a matter of improving current resources, imple-

menting additional resources, or potentially 
addressing both of these factors that might be 

the key to minimizing domestic violence in Las 

Vegas.  

 

Drop it like itôs HOT: Uncovering Hip Hop 
Feminism 
Danielle Tucker, Womenôs Studies with a Mi-

nor in Sociology 

To many, the phrase ñHip Hop Feminismò 
may not make sense.  How can a facet of popu-

lar culture that seemingly has so many negative 

images of women attached to it be associated 

with feminism?  My research examines whether 

women see hip hop feminism as a contradiction 
in terms.  Does hip hop feminism exist?  If so, 

what is it?  Who is considered a hip hop femi-

nist and why?  Does hip hop feminism em-

power women? My research uses interviews, 
artifacts from popular culture, such as movies 

and videos, and secondary sources to explore 

this topic.  

Two Womenôs Studies students will be 

presented with awards at the College of Liberal 
Artsô Honors Convocation on April 30, 2008.  

The Womenôs Studies Department is proud to 

recognize the following students for their excel-

lence:  

Marisa Christensen and Melinda Guillen 

will receive the Audre Lorde Award for out-

standing graduating senior, based on scholar-
ship and service. 

Congratulations to you both! 

The Womenôs Studies Department would 

like to congratulate and honor our graduating 

seniors: Carolyn Corona, Regina Esquivel, 

Kelly Gurdison, Melody Nelson, and Laura 

Nickerson! 
Sandy Peterson and Amy Sandler com-

pleted the Graduate Certificate in Womenôs 

Studies and also deserve our congratulations! 

The Annual Womenôs Studies Graduation 

ceremony will be held on May 9, 2008. 

Congratulations are in order! 


