Political Science 407
Politics and Probl ens of Devel opi ng Areas
Spring 2008

John P. Tuman
Wight Hall A-212
Phone: 895-3754
emai | : john.tuman@inl v. edu
Ofice Hours: T/ TH 12: 50PM 2: 20PM

This course focuses on the politics and probl ens of devel opi ng
areas. The first part of the course exam nes the major

t heoretical approaches to explain devel opnent and

under devel opment in the Third World. The second part of the
course provides an overvi ew of selected policy issues and
probl ens in devel oping countries, with a focus on

denocrati zation, revolution and political violence, health
pronotion, and environnmental degradation.

Requi renments and Policies

Lecture and Di scussion: The class will neet on Tuesday from4 to
6:45PMin Wight Hall C237 for |ectures and di scussion. Students
are expected to finish all of the assigned readings and to be
prepared for group discussion. Participation counts for 5% of the
final grade.

Exans, Papers, and Grading: The first examw || be given February
26. The final examis on May 13 at 6PMin Wight Hall C237. In
addition, students are required to wite a short research paper
(10-12 pp.); the paper is due on April 22. Guidelines for the
paper will be given in class. Exam 1l is worth 25% of the fina
grade, while the research paper and the final exam each count for
35% of the final grade. Make-up exans will be given only if the
student can denonstrate she/he was absent due to illness or
participation in an official university function. Students nust
provide an excuse in witing froma |licensed health care provider
or froma university admninistrator.

University Policy for Students with Disabilities: Any student
who, because of a disabling condition, may require special
arrangenents to neet course requirenents should contact the

i nstructor as soon as possible to nake necessary acconmopdati ons.
Pursuant to UNLV policy, students must present appropriate
verification fromthe Disability Resource Center in order to
recei ve accommodati ons (Room 137, Reynol ds Student Services
Center; 895-0866 [ TDD 895-0652]).

bservance of Religious Holidays: Students who miss class due to



observance of a religious holiday shall be given the opportunity
to nake up the mssed class. Please notify the instructor no
later than the end of the first week of class if you will mss
class due to observance of a religious holiday.

Contact via E-nmail: A new UNLV policy requires students to use
1/26 | I ntroduction Begi n readings for 1/29
1/ 29 | The Concept of (1) Brian S. Smith, “The Idea of a Third World,”
Devel opnent ; ER, Amartya Sen, “The Concept in Devel opnent,”
Cont enpor ary ER. (2) John T. Passe-Smith, “The Persistence of the
Situation of the Gap Between Poor and Rich Countries,” in ER, (3)
Devel opi ng Wrld Joseph Stiglitz, “Freedomto Choose?”
Suggest ed: Joseph Stiglitz, “The Prom se of d obal
Institutions,” in ER
Rebel mai | accounts when they contact faculty via e-nail. As the
official e-mail system for students, Rebelnail is available to

all students who have been adnitted to the university. Non-
matri cul ated students should contact the Ofice of Information
Technol ogy at UNLV students for assistance.

Readings. Most of the required readings for this course are on reserve on the Lied Library and
are accessible through the web at http://ereserves.library.unlv.edu/eres/default.aspx. E-reserve
readings are designated “ER” in the syllabus. Some readings are also available through library
databases, such as Academic Search Elite Project Muse (available at
http://library.unlv.edu/search/databases/index.html).




2/'5

Theoreti cal
Per specti ves:
Cul tural

(1) Herman Kahn, *“Confucian Ethic and Econom c
Gowth,” in ER, (2) Oscar Lewis, “Culture of
Poverty,” in ER, (3) Jim Ganato, Ronald Inglehart
and David Leblang, “Effect of Cultural Values on
Econom ¢ Devel opnment,” in ER

2/ 12 | Theoreti cal (1) Brian S. Smth, “Neocol onialismand Dependency,”
Per specti ves: in ER, (2) Imanuel VWallerstein, “The Ri se and
Hi storical - Future Dem se of the Wrld Capitalist System” in
Structural & World ER, (3) WIlliaml. Robinson, “Transnati onal
Syst ens Processes, Devel opnment Studi es, and Changi ng
H erarchies in the Wrld System” Third Wrld
Quarterly (2001), in Academic Search Elite database.
Suggested: T dos Santos, “The Structure of
Dependence,” in ER
2/ 19 | Theoreti cal (1) Brian S. Smith, “The State in the Third Wrld,”
Per specti ves: in ER, (2) Peter Evans, “The State,” in ER (3) John
State-Centered & Rapl ey, “The Neocl assical Answer to Failure,” in ER
Neol i ber al Suggested: Dietrich Rueschenmeyer and Peter Evans,
“The State and Economic Transformation,” in ER
2/ 26 | Exam 1
3/4 | Theoreti cal (1) Saskia Sassen, “dobal Cities and Survival
Per specti ves: Crcuits,” in ER, (2) Drucilla Barker and Susan F.
Gender & Feiner, “dobalization is a Fem nist Issue,” in ER
Devel opnent Suggest ed: Jasper Goss, “Postcolonialism Subverting
Whose Enpire?,” Third World Quarterly (1996), in
Acadeni ¢ Search Prenier
3/ 11 | Denocratization in | (1) Brian S. Smth, “Denocratization in the Third
Devel opi ng Areas Wrld,” in ER, (2) Adam Przeworski, “Transitions to
Denocracy,” in ER
Suggested: Larry Di anond, “Can the Wwole Wrld
Beconme Denocratic?” Center for Study of Denobcracy,
Stanford, available at: http://
repositories.cdlinb.org/csd/ 03-05
3/ 18 | Spring Break
3/ 25 | Denocratization — (1) Brennan Kraxberger, “Failed States: Tenporary
conti nued. bstacles to Denocratic Diffusion or Permanent Hol es
in the Wrld Political Map?” Third World Quarterly
28, no. 6 (2007), in Article First Database; (2)
M nxin Pei, “How WIIl China Denocratize?” Journal of
Denocracy 18, no. 3 (2007), in Article First or
Proj ect Miuse database; (3) Anwar |brahim “Universal
Val ues and Muslim Denpcracy,” Journal of Denopcracy
17, no. 3 (2006), in Article First or Project Mise
dat abase; (4) BBC News Service, “Kenya Crisis Tal ks
End in Failure,” January 10, 2008, stable URL:
http://news. bbc. co. uk/ 2/ hi/africal/7181184. stm
Suggested: Mark Plattner and Sumt Gunguly,
“India’s Unlikely Denocracy,” Journal of Denocracy
18, no. 2 (2007), in Article First or Project
4/1 | Revolution & (1) Brian S. Smith, “Instability and Revolution,” in




Political Violence

ER, (2) Theda Skocpol, “Explaining Revolutions: In
Quest of a Social Structural Approach,” in ER

4/ 8

Revol ution &
Politica

Vi ol ence- -
conti nued

(1) Tinothy Wckham Crowl ey, “Wnners, Losers, and
Al so- Rans: Toward a Conparative Sociol ogy of Latin
American Guerilla Mvenents,” in ER (2) l|an Bannon
and Paul Collier, “Natural Resources and Conflict:
VWhat Can we Do?,” in Natural Resources and Viol ent
Conflict: Options and Actions, Vol. |, eds. lan
Bannon, Paul Collier (Oxford: World Bank, 2003), pp
1- 18, electronic book available through UNLV Iibrary
(search under the title in the UNLV Library Catal og,
and then follow instructions for linking to E-Brary;
Suggest ed: James D. Fearon , “Why Do Sone C vi
Wars Last So Much Longer than Ot hers?” Journal of
Peace Research Vol. 41, No. 3 (2004), 275-301

4/ 15

Heal t h and
Devel opnent

(1) Al an Berkman, Jonathan Garcia, M guel Mifioz-
Laboy et al, “A Critical Analysis of the Brazilian
Response to

H V/ Al DS: Lessons Learned for Controlling and
Mtigating the Epidemnmic in Devel oping Countries,”
Areri can Journal of Public Health 95, no. 7 (2005)
in Article First or Pubned database; (2) Andrew
Price-Smth, “Viscous Cycle—H V/AIDS, State
Capacity, and National Security: Lessons from

Zi mbabwe, 1990-2005,” d obal Health Governance 1
(2007),

htt p://di pl omacy. shu. edu/ acadeni cs/ gl obal heal th
(3) BBC News, “India' s cheap drugs under patent
threat,” February 15, 2007, available at:
http://news. bbc. co. uk/ 2/ hi /sout h_asi a/ 6358721. st m

4/ 22

Heal t h and
Devel opnent

(1) Jeffrey Sachs, “The Problem Malaria; How To
Stop a Serial Killer,” Foreign Policy May/June 2007,
pp. 49-50, in Article First Database; (2) M chae

Fi nkel , “Bedlamin the Blood: Ml aria,” National
CGeographic July 2007, in Article First database; (3)
M ke Ceaser, “Cuban Doctors Provide Care in
Venezuel a Barrios,” The Lancet 363, |ssue 9424 (June
5, 2004), (2 page article), in Article First

dat abase.

4/ 29

Envi r onnment al
Degradati on and
Devel opnent

(1) Jagdi sh Bhagwati, “Environnment in Peril?” in ER
(2) Kun-nmun Zhang and Zong-guo Wen, “Revi ew and
Chal | enges of Environnmental Protection and
Sust ai nabl e Devel opnment in China, Journal of

Envi ronment al Managenent [article in-press] 2007, in
El sevi er Journal database (Iink through university-
based | P address for access) or Article First

dat abase; (3) “So Hard to See the Wod for the
Trees,” Econom st, Decenber 19, 2007, at
http://ww. econom st.conl use the search bar and
enter article title, (4) film “Trinkets or Beads.”




| 5/6 | Concl usion | Review for final.




