
Ethics and Policy Studies 702-- Ethics  
Mon  5:30-8:20 pm 
Wright C321 
 
Mark Lutz 
office Wright A208 
Mark.Lutz@unlv.edu 
 
office hours: Mon 1-2 pm and Wed 12-2 and by appointment. 
 
Course Description:  The course focuses on important philosophic works concerning 
ethics or morality.  It inquires into the ethics of both the individual and of the community, 
exploring what ethics is, how we recognize it, and what role it should play in our lives.   
 
Learning Objectives: Students will improve their ability to read, discuss, and write about 
important and challenging works of political philosophy.  They will also learn about 
ethics and its relation to politics and education. 
 
Format: The course is a seminar in which we read and discuss the texts based on our 
close reading of the original material.  Careful reading and discussion is crucial for the 
papers in the course. 
 
Readings: 
Aristotle. Nichomachean Ethics. Crisp trans. Cambridge. 
Hobbes, Thomas. Leviathan. Penguin. 
Kant, Immanuel. Groundwork of the Metaphysics of Morals. Gregor trans. Cambridge. 
 
Additional secondary readings: 
 
Berns, Laurence. “Hobbes” in History of Political Philosophy. Univ. of Chicago Press. 
Collins, Susan.  “Moral Virtue and the Limits of the Political Community in Aristotle's 

Nicomachean Ethics” American Journal of Political Science. Volume 48 Issue 1,     
Pages 47 - 61 

Deitz, Mary. Thomas Hobbes and Political Theory. Univ. of Kansas Press. 
Oakeshott, Michael. “Introduction to Leviathan” in Rationalism in Politics. Liberty. 
Salkever, Stephen. Finding the Mean. Princeton University Press. 
Shell, Susan. The Rights of Reason: A Study of Kant’s Philosophy and Politics. 

Univ.Toronto Press.  
Tessitore, Aristide. Reading Aristotle’s Ethics. SUNY Press. 
 
Requirements: 
Two 7-8 page essays (1750-2000 words) worth 35% each  and a take home final worth 
30%. 
 
 
 



Reading Schedule 
 
Aug. 24  Introduction 
Aug. 31  Aristotle Ethics I & II 
Sept   7  Labor Day  
Sept 14  Aristotle  Ethics III and IV 
Sept 21  Aristotle Ethics V 
Sept 28  Aristotle Ethics VI (Paper due) 
Oct.   5   Aristotle Ethics VII  
Oct   12  Aristotle Ethics VIII and IX 
Oct   19  Aristotle Ethics X 
Oct   26  Hobbes Leviathan Letter, Introduction, 1-13 
Nov   2   Hobbes Leviathan 14-17 (Paper due) 
Nov   9   Hobbes Leviathan 18-21, 29, 30 
Nov 16   Hobbes Leviathan 31-34, 43, 46, 47, Conclusion 
Nov 23   Kant Groundwork Preface, Parts I-II 
Nov 30   Kant Groundwork Part II continued    
 
Academic Misconduct – “Academic integrity is a legitimate concern for every member 
of the campus community; all share in upholding the fundamental values of honesty, 
trust, respect, fairness, responsibility and professionalism. By choosing to join the UNLV 
community, students accept the expectations of the Academic Misconduct Policy and are 
encouraged when faced with choices to always take the ethical path. Students enrolling in 
UNLV assume the obligation to conduct themselves in a manner compatible with 
UNLV’s function as an educational institution.”   An example of academic misconduct is 
plagiarism: “Using the words or ideas of another, from the internet or any source, without 
proper citation of the sources.” See the “Student Academic Misconduct Policy”  (at 
http://studentlife.unlv.edu/judicial/misconductPolicy.html>). 
 
Copyright –The University requires all members of the University Community to 
familiarize themselves and to follow copyright and fair use requirements. YOU ARE 
INDIVIDUALLY AND SOLELY RESPONSIBLE FOR VIOLATIONS OF 
COPYRIGHT AND FAIR USE LAWS. THE UNIVERSITY WILL NEITHER 
PROTECT NOR DEFEND YOU NOR ASSUME ANY RESPONSIBILITY FOR 
EMPLOYEE OR STUDENT VIOLATIONS OF FAIR USE LAWS. Violations of 
copyright laws could subject you to federal and state civil penalties and criminal liability, 
as well as disciplinary action under University policies. To familiarize yourself with 
copyright and fair use policies, you are encouraged to visit the following website: 
<http://www.unlv.edu/committees/copyright/>. 
 
Disability Resource Center (DRC) coordinates all academic accommodations for 
students with documented disabilities. The DRC is the official office to review and house 
disability documentation for students, and to provide them with an official Academic 
Accommodation Plan to present to the faculty if an accommodation is warranted. Faculty 
should not provide students accommodations without being in receipt of this plan. UNLV 
complies with the provisions set forth in Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 

http://studentlife.unlv.edu/judicial/misconductPolicy.html


and the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, offering reasonable accommodations to 
qualified students with documented disabilities. If you have a documented disability that 
may require accommodations, you will need to contact the DRC for the coordination of 
services. The DRC is located in the Student Services Complex (SSC), Room 137, and the 
contact numbers are: VOICE (702) 895-0866, TTY (702) 895-0652, FAX (702) 895-
0651. For additional information, please visit: <http://studentlife.unlv.edu/disability/>. 
UNLV Writing Center  
One-on-one or small group assistance with writing is available free of charge to UNLV 
students at the Writing Center, located in CDC-301. Although walk-in consultations are 
sometimes available, students with appointments will receive priority assistance. 
Appointments may be made in person or by calling 895-3908. The student’s Rebel ID 
Card, a copy of the assignment (if possible), and two copies of any writing to be reviewed 
are requested for the consultation.  
Religious Holidays Policy -- Any student missing class quizzes, examinations, or any 
other class or lab work because of observance of religious holidays shall be given an 
opportunity during that semester to make up missed work. The make-up will apply to the 
religious holiday absence only. It shall be the responsibility of the student to notify the 
instructor no later than the last day at late registration of his or her intention to participate 
in religious holidays which do not fall on state holidays or periods of class recess. This 
policy shall not apply in the event that administering the test or examination at an 
alternate time would impose an undue hardship on the instructor or the university which 
could not be avoided. 
Tutoring  -- The Academic Success Center (ASC) provides tutoring and academic 
assistance for all UNLV students taking UNLV courses.  Students are encouraged to stop 
by the ASC to learn more about subjects offered, tutoring times and other academic 
resources.  The ASC is located across from the Student Services Complex, #22 on the 
current UNLV map. Students may learn more about tutoring services by calling (702) 
895-3177 or visiting the tutoring web site at:  http://academicsuccess.unlv.edu/tutoring/ 
Rebel Mail- Use it.  
 


