
Scott Hammond 
scott.hammond@unlv.edu 
Wright Bldg A216 
University of Nevada, Las Vegas 
Office Hours:  Wednesday 6PM-7PM and 30 minutes following class and Saturdays 1 hour following class 
Office Phone: 895-1498 

PSC 100 Nevada Constitution 
 
Course Objective 
This course has been designed to provide an overview of Nevada history and politics. Upon completion of 
this course, the student will understand the political institutions at work in the state of Nevada, will gain a 
familiarity with current political figures and issues, and will have an understanding of Nevada’s position 
within the federal system. 
 
Grading 
Your grade will be based on 3 quizzes worth 5 points each, a writing assignment worth 30 points, and a 
final exam worth 55 points for a total of 100 points. Grades will be calculated using a standard grading 
scale as follows: 93-100 A,  90-92 A-,  87-89 B+, 83-86 B,  80-82 B-,  77-79 C+,  73-76 C,  70-72 C-, 
67-69 D+,  63-66 D,  60-62 D-, Under 60 F. If you decide to drop the class, you must do so according to 
University Policy, if you have not followed the proper procedures and your name appears on the grade 
sheet at the end of the class, I will be forced to give you an F. 
 
Book 
Bowers, The Sagebrush State 3rd edition 
 
Reading 
Week 1 Chapters 1, 2, & 6 
Week 2 Chapters 7 & 8 
Week 3 Chapters 4, 5, & 11 
Week 4 Chapters 9 & 10 
Week 5 Final Exam 
 
Quizzes 
A quiz worth 5 points will be given on the 2nd, 3rd, and 4th weeks. The quiz will cover the previous week’s 
lecture and/or reading material. For example, the week 2 quiz will cover materials from the week 1 lecture 
and chapters 1, 2, & 6. Please bring a Scantron sheet to every class. 
 
Writing Assignment 
You will be required to complete a short writing assignment worth 30 points. The topic of the assignment is 
a current event of your choice that pertains directly to the state of Nevada. Please cite two sources and 
include copies of the articles you cite with your paper. The paper should be 1-2 full pages double spaced, 
Times New Roman font, font size 12, 1 inch margins. In addition to the 1-2 typed pages, you will need to 
include a cover page and a bibliography. This assignment will be due on the third week of class. I will not 
accept papers on CD or via e-mail. Papers turned in after the start of class on the third week, will not be 
graded. 
 

• The University requires all members of the University Community to familiarize 
themselves and to follow copyright and fair use requirements. YOU ARE INDIVIDUALLY 
AND SOLELY RESPONSIBLE FOR VIOLATIONS OF COPYRIGHT AND FAIR USE 
LAWS. THE UNIVERSITY WILL NEITHER PROTECT NOR DEFEND YOU NOR 
ASSUME ANY RESPONSIBILITY FOR EMPLOYEE OR STUDENT VIOLATIONS OF 
FAIR USE LAWS. Violations of copyright laws could subject you to federal and state civil 
penalties and criminal liability as well as disciplinary action under University policies.  To 
familiarize yourself with copyright and fair use policies, the University encourages you to 
visit its copyright website at: http://www.unlv.edu/committees/copyright/. 

 



e-mail Communication 
The best way to contact me is via webcampus mail. Just logon to webcampus and click your section 
number then click mail. At the course, I will also post your grades on this site. 

 
Missed Work 
Ordinarily no make-up will be given. However, if extraordinary circumstances seem to require one, then 
students must do the following in order to qualify: 1) inform the instructor of the problem prior to the exam 
itself, and 2) provide documentation afterward. Absolutely no make-up work will be accepted after the last 
day of class. 
 
Class Conduct 
Class attendance is crucial to your success in this course. If you arrive late please enter quietly and sit at the 
back of the class. If you must leave early, please notify me before the class begins. All cell phones, pagers, 
ipods, and other electronic devices must be turned off during the class. If you must leave your cell phone on 
in case of an emergency, please put it on vibrate and leave the room if you must take a call. If you will be 
using a laptop computer, please sit in the back row in order to keep from distracting other students. 
 
*Official Extracurricular Activity: If the date of any of the examinations conflicts with and official 
extracurricular activity, notify the instructor at least 2 weeks prior to the examination and provide official 
written notification no less than 1 week prior to the examination so that alternative arrangements can be 
made. 
 
Academic Misconduct – “Academic integrity is a legitimate concern for every member of the campus 
community; all share in upholding the fundamental values of honesty, trust, respect, fairness, responsibility 
and professionalism. By choosing to join the UNLV community, students accept the expectations of the 
Academic Misconduct Policy and are encouraged when faced with choices to always take the ethical path. 
Students enrolling in UNLV assume the obligation to conduct themselves in a manner compatible with 
UNLV’s function as an educational institution.” 
An example of academic misconduct is plagiarism: “Using the words or ideas of another, from the internet or 
any source, without proper citation of the sources.” 
 
RebelMail – Student’s UNLV e-mail account (RebelMail) is one of the primary ways students will receive 
official university communication: information about deadlines, major campus events, and announcements. 
All UNLV students receive a RebelMail account after they have been admitted to the university. For more 
information, see <http://rebelmail.unlv.edu/>.  

 
**If you have a documented disability that may require assistance, you will need to contact Disability 
Services (DS) for coordination in your academic accommodations. Disability Services is located within 
Learning Enhancement Services (LES), in the Reynolds Student Services Complex (SSC), Room 137. The 
telephone number is 895-0866/TDD 895-0652.  
 
 
 
 


